
Seven young people in the United States have won their
environmental rights case against the Washington State
government, following a historic ruling in a similar, federal

case at the end of April.
Judge Hollis Hill ordered the Washington State Department

of Ecology to publish a new greenhouse gas emissions reduction
rule by the end of 2016. The ruling also requires the department
to make recommendations to the state legislature on science-
based greenhouse gas reductions in the 2017 legislative session,
and to consult with the youth practitioners beforehand. 

The court case was supported by Our Children’s Trust, an
Oregon-based organization that is currently involved in regional,
national and international cases of a similar kind, all with the
aim of creating a legal right to a healthy atmosphere and a stable
climate. The trust was involved in early April’s groundbreaking
ruling which saw US federal courts uphold the environmental
rights of youth (See story, Island Tides, April 21, page 1).

‘This is an urgent situation,’ Justice Hill said in the
Washington ruling. ‘These kids can’t wait.’

Western Environmental Law Center attorney Andrea
Rodgers, who was representing the seven children, said that this
latest ruling is the first of its kind. ‘For the first time, a US court
not only recognized the extraordinary harms young people are
facing due to climate change, but ordered an agency to do

something about it,’ Rodgers said. ‘[The Department of] Ecology
is now court-ordered to issue a rule that fulfills its constitutional
and public trust duty to ensure Washington does its part to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the planet.’

The case began in June of 2014, when the youth filed a
petition to the Department of Ecology requesting that the agency
create a rule to limit greenhouse gas emissions in the state, and
to inform the legislature that existing regulations did not meet
the latest science and needed to be revised. The department
denied the petition in August without disputing the climate
science behind it, and the young petitioners filed an appeal.

They won their appeal in June of 2015, and later in that year
Judge Hill requested that the Department of Ecology create a
greenhouse gas rule. The court order came on April 29 of this
year. 

‘[The youths’] very survival depends upon the will of their
elders to act now, decisively and unequivocally, to stem the tide
of global warming,’ said Hill. ‘Before doing so becomes first too
costly and then too late.’

Cases similar to this one, also brought to court by youth, are
ongoing in several other states and in the federal district court
of Oregon. There are state cases in North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Colorado, Massachusetts and Oregon. 0
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Youth win climate rights court case against Washington
State government


