
The Salt Spring Island Land Bank Society has received
$176,000 in federal funding from Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC) to help with the renovations at
its house on Dean Road. Construction started the minute that
funding was secured. Repairs are in full swing. 

The funding is provided under CMHC's Residential
Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP) which helps low-
income households and landlords make necessary repairs to
bring their properties up to minimum health and safety
standards.

This new funding, combined with the grants received from
the Salt Spring Foundation, VanCity, The Victoria Foundation,
SSI Firefighters Association and local businesses, will allow the
needed renovations to proceed. When completed, the
renovated Dean Road house will provide eleven affordable
rental housing units for low-income individuals.

Previous grants and donations from the community have
allowed the Land Bank to do basic upgrades for health and
safety (install smoke detectors, repair the septic system,
upgrade walls between the rooms, add a second bathroom and

install a temporary air barrier, to keep the heat in over the
winter). 

Other generous support from the community has come in
the form of donations of time and expertise by community
members, as well as items like appliances.  

Purchased in 2004, the Dean Road house is the first
affordable housing project taken on by the Land Bank. The
purchase, operation and upgrade of the house reflect the Land
Bank’s commitment to hold, develop and/or manage land on
Salt Spring Island for all types of affordable housing. 

The house has heritage value in the community and was
built between 1912 and 1920. It was first occupied by Reverend
Dean, the pastor of the church that used to be on the corner of
Dean and Fulford-Ganges Roads.

The Land Bank intends to retain the original look and feel of
the house inside and out, wherever possible. The Society is
using old photos to help get it right. 

Volunteers or donations of quality materials would be
welcomed. The Land Bank asks that people do not drop by the
site, but instead call 250-653-4573 to make arrangements. 0
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