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L
ife on nearly all the Islands is dependent on cars, trucks,
and ferries because the Islands are isolated and rural but
not farming economies, ie we don’t produce much of the

food we need to supply our populations. Given this inherent
challenge, what can we do to continue the good life on the
Islands as coming changes wreak havoc on the world’s
economies.

What follows is a starter’s list of possibilities and initiatives
which Islanders and Island communities could consider.
Readers are invited to express their own ideas and send them
to Island Tides, and to your local governments. We’re all in this
together: as well as things we don’t have, write about things
that exist on your Island already and whose time may have
come on other Islands. To keep the dialogue going, a series
entitled ‘The Good Life’ which will examine some of those good
things is starting soon in Island Tides. Look for it!

Roads & Vehicles
With a very few exceptions, transportation on the Islands
means roads; few Islands are small enough to get around on
foot and most are large enough that a trip to the store, school,
or health centre requires a vehicle.

Many on-Island trips are made in ‘single-occupancy
vehicles’. As the Islands grow, the custom of asking a
neighbour if they want a ride, or picking up hitchhikers, is
being lost. Many of us don’t know our neighbours any more
(particularly if they aren’t full-time residents), and we may be
nervous about hitchhikers.

If you want to go off-Island, especially from the Southern
Islands and Salt Spring, the ferry may land you at a terminal
where a car will be necessary to get anywhere useful.

On most Islands, buses could not be justified; there are not
enough people wanting to go the same way at the same time.
But smaller vans running on regular routes to and from ferries
could reduce the need for vehicles, both on the roads and on
the ferries.

Pender Island’s Paths on Pender (PoP) has created a car
stop system (see article, page 7): pick-up places where people
looking for a ride could gather—rather like bus stops. There will

be sixteen ‘car stops’ on North Pender, which has a peculiarly
dysfunctional road system—most people live many kilometers
by road from the stores or the ferry (but only a kilometer or two
as the crow flies).

Walking
Walking puts you on touch with your Island. It is inexpensive
and healthful for anyone who isn’t handicapped. However, in
many areas there is nowhere to walk except on narrow roads;
this is often dangerous. Let’s create trails and pathways, both
along the road allowances and through easements across
private property, that enable us to walk to where wewant to go.

Bicycles
Bicycles are, on most Islands, a practical form of human-
powered transport. Bicycle riding can also be hazardous on our
narrow, uneven roads; dedicated paths and trails will be
needed.

Unavaoidable hills can be dealt with by electric-assist
bicycles, see Louis Vallée advertisement on the Bulletin Board,
page 11.

Secure bicycle racks and storage will be needed at the stores
and at the ferries. Perhaps this could be combined with a
bicycle servicing business and possibly rentals.

Planning For Getting Around
When planning our Islands, we need to pay more attention to
getting around easily under our own steam. In particular, the
provision of off-road trails and pathways for walkers and
cyclists should be considered in both new and existing
development.

The geology of most of the Gulf Islands results in steep-
sided ridges and flat valley bottoms. Any new travel routes
should be designed so that steep hills are avoided, whether for
roads, trails, or pathways.

Even where there are no roads, there are often road
allowances, and these could be put to use for paths and trails.
On some Islands, the provision of long-sought shortcuts should
be given high priority. Where necessary, the use of private land
easements should be considered as part of the transportation
planning process.
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Electric vehicles
Most Islands are small enough that a range of simple larger
plug-in electric vehicles (think golf carts) are quite practical for
most daily transportation. Electric scooters can also be used.
The major obstacle at the moment is legislation which does not
permit their use on public roads. Additional safety
requirements are probably necessary to minimize conflicts with
cars and trucks.

Right now, plug-in electric cars are the focus of more
research and development than any other type of alternatively-
fuelled vehicle, andwe can expect rapid improvement in vehicle
and battery technology.

Trucks
Much of the employment on the Islands takes the form of
individual tradesmen working in construction, each with his or
her own truck. The truck is used to get to and from the
worksite, to carry tools, and to transport materials. And trucks
use a lot of fuel.

This is an area where co-operative planning might save
gasoline, both in transporting fellow workers, and arranging for
materials to be delivered in batches. This may not lead to less
trucks—time, scheduling and convenience are very important
to builders—but it could well lead to less fuel consumption.

Taxis
Most Islands now have one or two taxis. They will continue to
fill the bill for the traveller who requires certainty of travel from
door to door, at a price. In fact, there may be an increased
demand, as Islanders choose to get along with less cars.

Local Businesses, Deliveries &
Telecommuting

On Islands with regular ferry service, the ability to travel on
schedule to off-Island destinations is a major part of the
lifestyle. But taking a vehicle on the ferry and driving to town is
rapidly becoming very expensive. To save ferry trips, Islanders
may decide to make use of enhanced freight and parcel delivery
services.Most Islands already have delivery services, and trucks
that service the stores.

We need to increase use of our local business, to save
driving both on the Islands and on Vancouver Island. More
commerce on-Island may create viable businesses providing
products and services that you would nowadays only find off-
Island.

People who have to commuter to off-Island jobs may try to
create telecommuting days, or at least arrange their travel so
that taking a vehicle on the ferry is not necessary.

Passenger Ferries
Vehicle ferries are large, expensive to build and use a great deal
of fuel. Passenger ferries, on the other hand, are much cheaper
to build, and will use much less fuel if they are not designed to
go too fast. In the In most cases, it is not far to travel between

the Islands or to Vancouver Island, and the extra time it would
take to go more slowly (in, say, an efficient displacement hull
vessel rather than a planing hull) would not be too great.

On Pender Island, for example, if you compare the time it
would take to travel in a passenger ferry at 10 knots from Otter
Bay to Sidney (Government Dock) with how long it takes to
travel by car ferry to Swartz Bay and then to drive to Sidney,
there would not be much difference. So given a rudimentary van
system on the Island, you would not need a vehicle to go to
Sidney.

Boats
Many Islanders have their own boats. In some cases, services
Islanders need may be accessible by boat, in towns like Sidney,
Chemainus, Naniamo, Campbell River andWest Vancouver. Or
services may be available on other Islands, like Ganges. There
may for a need for more docking space at the Islands’ public
wharf systems.

Agriculture and Horticulture
There’s a clear and growing role for local produce, eggs, and
meat. Given Islands’ hilly topography, we probably cannot be
self-sufficient in food, but we can make greater use of local
producers, making food production viable. Islanders can play a
role in guaranteeing the quality and safety of locally-produced
food, and provincial legislation should facilitate this.

Energy-Efficient Homes
Electricity will probably continue to be the cheapest form of
energy, and can increasingly come from renewable sources.

Siting of new homes can also make a difference; studying the
micro-climates of proposed sites, and designing exposure,
buildings, and landscaping to optimize energy efficiency and
conservation. The effect of trees and other natural shelters
becomes important; energy strategy should be planned before
any modifications are made to the natural environment. In
existing home renos, energy-efficiency can be given high priority.

Small Villages
Although it is anathema in most official community plans, the
more we are able to concentrate development, the better
community transportation will work.

Clustering development, and providing for stores and
workplaces nearby, reduces the number of potential
destinations to be served and makes walking more practical. It
can also provide opportunities for co-operative energy
strategies, in both generation and conservation.

Back To Island Time
Over the past few years, the Island way-of-life has sped-up as we
seem to need to getmore accomplished each day. This usesmore
resources and results in a greater carbon footprint.

Maybe by expecting a little less and allowing a little more
time to intensify the experiences we do have, we could reduce
our environmental impact, and live more economically and
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enjoyably.
Over the past hundred years, Island communities have

invented a way-of-life based on topography and the
challenges of living a separated life. Nowadays, permanent
residents, part-timers, and visitors could continue to
identify, and apply, all those fundamentals precious in that
way-of-life to this new era; the solutions will be different but
the quality of life would remain the same. We may well find
that reducing our footprint, may, in fact, be the same as
increasing our enjoyment of the very things for which we
came here.�
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