
Sick of taking ferries? Wish you had your own mode of
transportation to move between islands? Or maybe you
have a boat and want to put it to good use. 

Whatever your situation, if you are like most Islanders
and find it difficult to move between the Gulf Islands, you
will want to know more about Island Futures Boat
Network. 

Island Futures is a new, not-for-profit initiative aiming
to build a network of private boats for Islanders to get
around the Salish Sea without using BC Ferries. 

The maiden voyage, Monday, August 15, will bring
three Gabriolan sailboats with skippers and passengers to
Pender Island to discuss inter-island concerns such as
communication, cooperation, transportation, trade and
sharing. Pender Community Transition will host the
meeting/potluck lunch, open to all, at the Community
Hall from noon-3pm.   

There is considerable grant money available from
VanCity to organize a ‘collaborative’ community project,
so it is important that interested parties come together
now. Many island communities have much in common,
but the gulf between them is not bridged by the ferry
service. 

Island Futures Co-ordinator Victor Anthony says it is
important for Islanders to be able to to work together and
‘you gotta be there to look the person in the eye.’
Organizing cannot all happen on the internet and
telephone. 

He describes a trip that the Gabriola Commons made
to Hope Bay Farm on Pender Island in April. ‘We were
blown away, we had a blast and were inspired,’ he says.
Experiences like that don’t happen online! 

Imagine, one day an ‘IF’ boat might be heading to,
Hornby, say. You could hop on it and get back home with
the practical Island network. Cars are not necessary for
these trips! 

I have always dreamed of a foot-passenger ferry

connecting the islands. Imagine what it could do for
youth sports, local food distribution, the arts and
entertainment, as well as sustainability and self-
sufficiency efforts.

Email RSVPs for the August 15 discussion to
info@pendercommunitytransition.ca. More details are at
www.islandfutures.ca. 0
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