
Canada is rapidly becoming defined by its government as a
solely economic entity; a colony of China, or of the United
States, or of a series of multinational corporations. Canada’s
function is to be limited to the supply of unprocessed
commodities and energy to corporations and nations who will
use them to create wealth and advance their economic
objectives.

I cannot accept this definition of Canada. It not only
condemns Canadians to be cogs in the globalized economic
machine, measuring their lives only in dollars; it also gratuitously
insults them as individuals, as communities, and as a nation.

Foundations
Canadians start with a natural environment like no other. Its
range, variety, and richness surround us with an unmatched
human experience.

History has given us the framework of the Canadian
community: the confederation of provinces, the generations of
first nations and immigrants, the rule of law and the Charter, and
the right to health care. 

These are the solid foundations of a Canada in which each
succeeding generation of Canadians makes its choices, for
themselves and on behalf of their children.

Economics and Human Values 
My Canada puts human values first. The key test of any action,
of governments, corporations, or individuals, is whether it has a
beneficial effect on the quality of life for Canadians. Many actions
taken on economic grounds do not meet this test. 

One cannot assume that economic growth, however it might
be measured, necessarily improves the lives of Canadians. As a
corollary, one also cannot assume that economic growth is a vital
prerequisite for such improvement. 

Quality of Life
That said, Canadians have many choices, building on our
foundations of respect for the environment and for the
community. 

In our individual relationships, we can choose love, respect,
and tolerance of differences; we can claim rights and can exercise
responsibilities; we can take pride in our families and our
communities, value each other, and demonstrate personal
nobility of spirit.

Intellectually, we can pursue and honour knowledge,
elegance, and balance; curiosity, science, and wisdom; value the
lessons of the past, seize the opportunities of the present, and
create the expectations of the future.

Culturally, Canadians, drawing on a rich and varied
multicultural background, can be adventurers and innovators,
creative and joyful, courageous and expressive, and above all,
pursue and promote the many ideas of beauty.

Spiritually, we can pursue personal peace, happiness, hope,
and wisdom in every sense; seek justice, equality, and
understanding; be true to our beliefs and ourselves.

These are some of the elements by which we might measure
the quality of life for Canadians. As with the environment, the
opportunity exists to create an unmatched human experience.

Governments
In our communities and governments, we can demonstrate care
and responsibility for the individual, the group, the less fortunate,
and the environment. In our policies and actions, we must set, as
a first objective, the quality of life. Similarly, in our corporations,
we must show concern not only for profit, but also for individuals,
and their advancement and well-being. 

In all these organizations, formal or informal, we must
especially value fundamental democracy, including fairness of
representation, respect for individuals, transparency of process,
truth in communication, honesty of purpose, and adherence to
the letter and the spirit of the law.

A Vision for the World
When Canadians relate to the world, we owe it to our nation, to
all other nations, and to humanity everywhere, to behave
responsibly, to demonstrate leadership, and to set an example
where it is needed. We can support the oppressed and
unfortunate, and protect the environment in every sense. We can
refuse the perversity of hatred and the cruelty of armed conflict.
We can participate sincerely and constructively in the world
community. 

This is a vision far beyond that of an ‘energy superpower’ or a
colonial source of unprocessed raw materials. 

But this can be our Canada. 0
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