
P
ender Island Fire/Rescue, in association with Salt Spring
Island Fire/Rescue, coached 16 courageous youths (14 boys
and 2 girls between the ages of 15 - 18) through an intense

week of hands-on fire/rescue training, March 18-23. 
Firefighter training has been shown to be a great way to

challenge teens—mentally and physically—and this unique
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Fire/Rescue cadet Sierra cuts apart a car aided by trainers, Jon Grelik and Jay Atkinson.
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bootcamp has helped its graduates reach new levels of confidence, self
esteem, strength, teamwork, and initiative. 
Cadets were from the Southern Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island, and as

far away as Winnipeg. Rigorous instruction included structure fires, auto
extrication, high angle rope rescue, search and rescue, medical first
response, totaling 100 hours of training.
On Saturday, March 23, the cadets’ week of exhaustive training

culminated in rotating demonstrations of their newly acquired skills
followed by a team challenge and awards ceremony. Parents and
community members were joined by Elizabeth May, Member of Parliament
(Saanich-Gulf Islands), Rebecca Denlinger, Fire Commissioner of BC;
Stephen Gamble, President of The Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs;
Dave Howe, CRD Souther Gulf Islands Director;  and Garry Steves and Ken
Hancock, Pender Island Local Trustees. 
Although there are a handful of Fire Cadet programs across Canada, the

Gulf Islands Fire/Rescue cadets live, work and play with firefighters and
community mentors 24 hours a day for 6 consecutive days. This level of
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immersion and intensity has shown remarkable results. The
camp is made possible through hundreds of volunteer hours
contributed by more than 30 community firefighters and
support crew from Pender and Salt Spring Fire/Rescue. 
Seven graduates of the cadet program (now all qualified

firefighters) returned to lend a hand in giving the new cadets the
experience of a lifetime.
The camp runs alternating years during spring break and

was launched by Pender Island Fire/Rescue Deputy Chief Mike
Dine in 2005.  
‘Every cadet camp brings us a new appreciation for the

commitment, passion and determination of the teens in our
local communities and further afield. It is truly exceptional to
see how the mentorship of caring community firefighters and
community volunteers, with many decades of service, impacts
the lives of our youth,’ said Pender Island Fire/Rescue Chief
Charlie Boyte (named Canada’s Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year
in 2011 by The Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs).
The camp is held at Pender Island Fire/Rescue’s Hall #1. The

building and grounds make it an ideal training location with
which Pender Island is blessed. Its proximity to the Pender
Island Community Hall make it possible to host the residential
camp.  
The Southern Gulf Islands have 7 distinct fire departments

that respond to hundreds of emergency calls each year. They
include structure and wild fires, auto accidents, medical calls,
rope rescue, hazardous materials spills, boating disasters,

missing persons, and other 911 related events. 
Firefighters services also include public education, fire

prevention, and inspection programs among others. To learn
more about the fire departments that facilitate the Cadet Camp,
go to www.penderfire.org and www.saltspringfire.com. 
Justice Minister Shirley Bond commented, ‘The Ministry of

Justice and Office of the Fire Commissioner were pleased to
have the BC Fire Commissioner attend the final day of the Gulf
Islands Fire/Rescue Cadet Camp. 
‘The demonstration of life-saving skills by the cadets was a

testament to the dedication, commitment and passion of this
group of young men and women. They left the camp clearly
having grown as emergency responders and individuals.
‘I applaud the work of the Pender and Salt Spring Fire and

Rescue, their support crew and previous graduates in
continually hosting this event. By opening their homes, sharing
their knowledge and acting as mentors, they continue to grow
the emergency responder community. It’s a significant
contribution to the health and safety of our families both now
and in the future. I wish this year’s graduates all my best as they
return to their home communities and hope they will continue
using and practicing all they have learned in the future.’ 0

Go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKIgbV4w6WU
to watch ‘Can You Take The Heat?,’ a compilation of footage
from earlier camps.
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