
Reprint from Volume 25 Number 17 Aug 29, 2013

Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
ʻThis article was published (Aug 29, 2013) in ʻIsland Tidesʼ, 

an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the Strait of Georgia on the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island.ʼ

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 250-216-9961 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Photos: Dyan Dunsmore-Farley

Thinking like an archipelago at Montague Harbour, Galiano IIsland. Sunset watchers from the Gulf islanders got together to talk,
plan and inspired each other.

I
sland Connections’ Annual Gathering, convened for the
second year at Galiano’s Montague Harbour over three days
in early August—just as people have since time immemorial.

Gulf Islanders, and an interested Sointula resident, mostly
arrived courtesy of private boatowners who brought
participants from various islands to Montague to join the group
camp at the provincial park.  

Sponsored by Island Futures—a Gabriola-based non-profit
society— the event, in its third year,  is an opportunity for
islanders to meet, share meals and culture, and discuss themes
of common interest. (In the first year an expedition of
Gabriolans sailed from Island to Island to meet like-minded
groups.) 

For this year’s discussion the chosen themes were
transportation and education. On Thursday morning, Judith
Roux and Fay Weller described Gabriola’s new public bus,
GERTIE (Gabriola Environmentally Responsible Trans-Island

Express). They emphasized how it came into being as a result of
a small group of volunteers working outside the system, strong
community involvement, and a supportive regional district
director. Participants described how other islands were in the
process of initiating bus systems and expressed interest in
sharing experiences and lessons learned across islands. 

Louise Vallee from Mayne gave an interesting and
informative presentation on electric vehicles, answered
questions, and demonstrated different electric-assisted bicycles
and a small electric car.  

Tom Hennessey demonstrated his catamaran which
features two German 6hp electric motors, photovoltaic panels,
a wind generator, and deep cell batteries capable of getting him
from Galiano to Vancouver on a single charge.

Ed Andrusiak and Mike Hoebel  talked about the CRD study
for a Southern Gulf Islands trail system (see related article
page?), and it was suggested that collaborative inter-island

Island Connectors Gather Again
Bob McKechnie



© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with this attribution, in its entirety, with notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd. 

‘This article was published (Aug 29, 2013) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the 
Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo.’

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada       Phone: 250-216-9961       Fax: 250-629-3838 
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com     Website: www.islandtides.com

strategies to do with trails through private lands will be useful.
A ‘Shared Pathways’ study produced on Gabriola that outlines
preferred cycle routes and documents unsafe sections of
roadway is being used by Mayne Islanders to create a study
specific to their needs. 

In terms of getting the work done, recommendations ranged
from checking legislation permitting volunteers to work on
cycle/foot path creation to ‘guerilla theatre’—for example staging
a huge accident which would draw attention
to a particular problem and creating effective
cross-fertilization for these ideas between
islands.  

Victor Anthony spoke about the potential
of using the Island Connections system for
inter-island cultural events and put out an
invitation for house concert venues and
billets on the various islands. 

In the afternoon Education session, Burtt
Fidler advocated ‘rowing with both oars in
the water,’ as the theme for a Gumboot
University program. By this he meant both
examining how the existing system isn’t
working and employing a democratic
process featuring local consensus–based
decision-making and collaboration with
other groups to come up with solutions.  He
mentioned guilds and co-ops as good
models for initiatives such as community-
based banking, insurance, solar heating,
firewood gathering, etc.  The main thing—just do it!

Tristan Shaw emphasized the urgent need for action (with
Arctic ice melting and the human population increasing) and
his belief that corporate-driven politicians aren’t able to carry
out the radical transformations required to avert disaster, even
if they want to. His recommendation was a proposal by Freire
called PRAXIS—a dialectical form of inquiry relating theory to

action and practiced in groups of at most 20 people who are
seriously committed to questioning and change.  

Fred Epstein discussed setting up alternative training which
can give accreditation when needed; such as engine and
appliance repair—the Gulf Island School of Resiliency and Self
Sufficiency?  He pointed out a student can get certification by
accumulating individual courses (of less than 40 hours and
costing less than $1,000) without going to a registered school,
and as well some credit can be obtained by working under a ‘red-
sealed’ tradesperson.  

At Friday morning’s  ‘Where To From Here? wrap-up
session, Fay Weller spoke briefly about her research work,
Creating Transformative Change. In the course of the ensuing
discussion the following points were made: shifts begin with
speaking the truth, which creates a dialogue for social change;
which create spaces that are easy to enter rather than
judgemental; which sow seeds of change and allow the shift to
happen; and that sometimes civil disobedience is needed
(Gandhi). There was agreement about meeting more frequently,
collaborating on similar initiatives, and sharing information and
ideas via the website. 

The gathering broke up late Friday morning after what

everyone agreed was a fun, rewarding, and informative
experience, with one message above all prominent in the minds
of most - just do it! 0
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