
E
xperience the Gulf Islands (ETGI) is an exciting initiative
of the Southern Gulf Islands Economic Development
Commission. The idea, originating with Galiano’s Ed

Andrusiak, is to create a series of hiking/biking trails and marine
facilities linking the Penders, Mayne, Galiano, and Saturna; a
transportation network that is not dependent on motorized
vehicles or wholly on BC Ferries. Not only will this benefit the
residents but also tourists who want to experience the unique
culture and landscape of the Islands.

I joined a group of like-minded
volunteers who have been working to
realize the ETGI dream and had met a
number of enterprising people from the
other Southern Gulf Islands. In late May
of  this year I decided that it was time to
actually ‘Experience the Gulf Islands’—to
get out of the eddy and into the flow. 

My partner Lisa and I have been
Penderites for 33 years but have scarcely
explored the other Islands. I decided that
the best way to see how ETGI would work
was to actually do it. Lisa and I planned a
five day islands bike tour and set up
appointments with the ETGI team
members on the other islands.   

We cycled off to catch the early
morning ferry to Saturna on a grey drizzly
day in late May. The pitying look of the young man at the Otter
Bay ferry terminal was all too familiar. ‘Sorry there is no 8:30am
sailing to Saturna, just a 9:45pm sailing,’ he said apologetically.
I had misread the ferry schedule again!

Our first appointment was with Larry Peck on Saturna at
noon! How were we to get there?  There was no answer at
Saturna Water Taxi so our plans seemed doomed from the
start—until Lisa suggested we canoe to Saturna with our bikes
aboard. What a liberating idea!

We paddled out from Welcome Bay Farm in a light drizzle
with a tarp over the bikes and crossed Plumper Sound to arrive
at our cozy B&B in Breezy Bay in a little more than one hour—a

non-vehicle passenger/bike ferry had been realized. Soon we
were enjoying a scrumptious lunch on Saturna’s double-decker
bus restaurant with Larry Peck. 

Larry described the great success of the May 25 Moby Doll
Orca Symposium which he’d helped organize (Island Tides,
June 6, page 12) and about Saturna’s plans for a Marine
Research Centre. Larry, a former charter boat owner, is the
Economic Development Commissioner for Saturna and is
working on the business case for a passenger ferry service

between the Southern Gulf Islands. Like
all of the ETGI team members he is a
volunteer and his excitement was
contagious.

After lunch we hiked Warburton Pike
and the trails to Narvez Bay and Monarch
Head. The next day we took the BC Ferry
to Mayne Island for the next stage of our
experience. (We returned two weeks later
by kayak to Breezy Bay to retrieve the
canoe). 

On Mayne we stayed at the Blue Vista
Resort in Bennett Bay and were in time to
attend a Mayne Island Economic
Development Commission (EDC)
meeting chaired by Mayne Island Trustee
and master gardener Brian
Crumblehulme. How enlightening to

hear the same issues we face on Pender being discussed—and
solutions being achieved. 

Mayne Islanders are the new owners of a bus donated by a
local resident. At the meeting, Ian Dow offered to pay the bus’
insurance for the summer as a pilot project to test whether a
donation-only system might work. Green Angels Financials
(www.greenangels.com/) subsequently agreed to cover fuel
costs for the summer. The bus is now in operation and is driven
by volunteers.   

Next day we had a picnic lunch with Irene and Nigel Barrett,
members of Mayne Island Trails Society, and Louis Vallee,
Mayne’s  electric bike and car wizard. We had an opportunity to

Reprint from Volume 25 Number 17 Aug 29, 2013

Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
ʻThis article was published (Aug 29, 2013) in ʻIsland Tidesʼ, 

an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the Strait of Georgia on the Gulf Islands and Vancouver Island.ʼ

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 250-216-9961 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Experience the Gulf Islands by Peter Paré

Out of the Eddy and into the Flow

BREEZY BAY



© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with this attribution, in its entirety, with notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd. 

‘This article was published (Aug 29, 2013) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the 
Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo.’

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada       Phone: 250-216-9961       Fax: 250-629-3838 
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com     Website: www.islandtides.com

meet with Doug and Leslie Peers of Bennett Bay kayaking
(bennettbaykayaking.com/) to get their take on the idea of inter-
island passenger ferries. In the afternoon we hiked the Mount
Parke trail and circumnavigated the island on our bikes.  

On Saturday morning, Louis’ treated us to a tour of his
electric bike ‘factory’. We just had time to look in on Mayne
Island Farmers’ Market before catching the ferry to Galiano
Island.  Here we met with Paul LeBlond, president of the
Galiano Trails Society.  Paul provided us with maps and a
summary of ETGI activities on Galiano.  

We made a quick stop at the Galiano Saturday Market before
starting the long bike ride up to the north-east side of Galiano to
meet with ETGI volunteer Bowie Keefer at his loghouse. Bowie
greeted us enthusiastically as did his flock of amorous peacocks. 

Within minutes of arrival, with beer in hand, Lisa and I were
down at the  beach as Bowie demonstrated one of his
inventions-—a hand-pumped desalination unit. Scarcely
breaking a sweat he effortlessly transformed the Salish Sea into
fresh water. 

Bowie and his partner Anna gave us the run of their loghouse
for our stay on Galiano. The highlight of the next flawless day
was a marvelous hike with ETGI leader Ed Andrusiak and Bowie
along the length of Bodega Ridge. What could be better than
dinner at the La Berengerie Restaurant & Cafe Boheme
(www.laberengerie.ca ) with the Keefers to top off a perfect day.

Our return to Pender was via Salt Spring Island. Ed
Andrusiak had recommended taking Captain Thomas Schnare’s
water taxi from Retreat Cove to Fernwood rather than relying on
the much less convenient BC Ferry. Early Monday morning we
met Captain Schnare at Cable Bay Farm—a burgeoning market-
garden.   Only 2 acres in size, the south-facing field that makes

up the family farm is filled with 100ft rows of lush vegetables.  As
we stood in the early  morning sun Captain Schnare told us the
story of how he morphed from a BC Ferry captain to market-
gardener.   

The key to the Schnares’ market garden is the use of proven
Mennonite ‘technology’—two relatively simple pieces of
equipment are pulled behind a tractor. One apparatus (price tag
$2,500) is equipped with discs which, simultaneously, form a
4ft-wide raised bed, bury two irrigation lines and cover the lot
with a layer of biodegradeable plastic. The other machine
punches appropriately spaced holes through the plastic, adds
organic fertilizer to the  holes while 2-3 enthusiastic planters sit
on top placing seedlings in the newly created holes. Captain
Tom, bursting with enthusiasm and data, described the
efficiency of the method in time, cost, water usage and yield. We
were impressed; could this play a role the food security issue in
which many are interested?

We had been told that the cost of the 6-minute water taxi to
Fernwood, on the east side of Salt Spring, would be $50 but at
the last minute the appearance of another passenger resulted in
a reduction of the cost to $25. The other ‘passenger’ was an
orphaned raccoon pup who was being sent to the Island Wildlife
Natural Care Centre on Salt Spring. We were unsure whether
another raccoon was what was needed on the islands but we
were grateful for the fare-splitting. 

On Saltspring Island we checked out a garden center and the
allures of the metropolis of Ganges before taking the ferry from
Long Harbour back to Pender to complete our whirlwind
experience of the Gulf Islands. 0
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