
E
very year about this time, I join some friends in a
couple of boats as we set out to find some herring. As
a result we fry fresh herring, oven-bake herring, make

herring roll-ups, and complete our bait requirements for the
coming season. 
Not many sites on the planet are destinations for one of

the largest fish and animal migrations on the planet, but
Baynes Sound, qualifies as such a site (most years). It is a
destination for the spawning run of Pacific Herring, and all
our fish, birds and animals that rely on this incredibly

valuable life-force spawning event. 
This event is also of prime importance to recreational and

commercial fisheries. If there is a need for a rationale to keep
the waters of Baynes Sound free from the possible
devastating effects of acid mine drainage, this planetary
migration of herring and all the life systems that depend on
the herring should be reason enough for application of the
precautionary principle.
I hope you can find some time to observe the mix of large

animals, birds and fish that are taking part in this significant
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Gulls gather in anticipation of the annual herring feast.

Herring & Halibut - Ralph Shaw



planetary migration of living animals that are, in many
respects, the grass of the sea. If you are fortunate you will
discover beaches where the herring spawn is washed up in
windrows that are sometimes a foot deep. You should be
cautious in moving around such masses of eggs because
many of them will survive and be washed out to sea on the
next tide. It is truly a force of life for healthy marine
ecosystems. 

Halibut Season Re-Opens—Use That
Herring Bait!

Halibut fishing just got better for recreational anglers in our
costal waters. A special thank-you to the recreational division of
DFO for re-opening the halibut season and responding to the
increased size of legal halibut in such a timely and speedy

fashion for the 2014 season. 
Thanks, too, for the efforts of people like Gil Gingras Comox
Valley Chairperson of the Area 14 Sport Fishery Advisory
Committee and Chuck Ashcroft our Sport Fishery Advisory
Board representative on the International Pacific Halibut

Commission’s  conference board. 
In effect since February 1 until March 31 the recreational

season for halibut is open. 2013/14 rules, size limits and bag
limits are in effect. Fish taken during this period will be counted
as part of our 2013/14 annual limit. This is wonderful news for
local halibut anglers. 
May I suggest that a large herring on an appropriate bait set-

up would be a good bet in the local waters of Area 14, especially
from Cape Lazo south to the waters around Denman, Hornby
Islands in the 200ft range over sandy bottoms. Do not overlook
the waters off Century Shoals, Kitty Coleman Hump and the
200ft shoals north of the Powell River ferry route. It is close to
home halibut fishing.
Effective April 1, 2014 the following new rules apply until

further notice with your new license. The maximum length for
halibut is 133cm (an increase of 9cm). The daily limit for halibut
is one (1). The possession limit for halibut is two (2), only one of
which may be greater than 90cm in length (an increase of 7cm.)
(See the regulations for exceptions in areas 121, 123 and 23).
There is an annual limit of six halibut and you must record them
on your license.
It is mandatory that you know the regulations as supplied by

DFO and I cannot emphasize strongly enough that it is your
responsibility to know the rules governing the areas you fish and
the species you target.0
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Ralph lands a halibut.


