
The use of a property for Short Term Vacation Rentals
represents, more than anything else, a lost opportunity
for the community to gain committed permanent

residents.
In the ideal island community, all the properties are occupied

by full-time residents. The community would have enough
committed inhabitants to provide the economy, the essential
services, and the social environment needed for a reasonable
degree of self-sufficiency. 

Each resident contributes to the community, and the
community, in turn, makes living on the island a practical and
fulfilling proposition.

But on some islands, half the houses are unoccupied in the
winter. The empty dwellings may be owned by weekenders, or,
alternatively, only occupied during two to three months of the
summer season. This takes the neighbours out of
neighbourhood, removing the social safety net that islanders
prize.

Some of these empty houses may be Short Term Vacation
Rentals (STVRs). Their owners charge very high rents by the
day or week to visitors during the 8 to 10 week summer high
season; the house is unoccupied when it is not rented out. STVR
owners may see the property mainly as an investment, and value
the community (and the island itself) only so far as it contributes
to that investment.

From the community’s point of view,  STVRs are also houses
removed from the island’s available housing stock.

Regulation 
STVR owners argue that regulation is unnecessary, but the
community has a clear interest in their regulation. STVR owners
assume that any residential property can be an STVR, but from
the community point of view, their establishment must not
affect the character of the community or of a neighbourhood.
This is an Islands Trust responsibility. Unregulated STVRs can
have a very unpleasant effect on the quiet enjoyment of the
neighbours’ homes.

While the value of an STVR property  to investors may be
enhanced by having access to increased property revenue, it is
unknown whether the value of neighbouring properties is
equally enhanced, particularly to a prospective purchaser who
is seeking a primary residence. Would a seller have to disclose

to a potential buyer that this use is going on next door?
Community plans generally provide for visitor

accommodation through lodges, B&B operations, etc. These all
assume that the property owner will be on site to manage the
operation, but STVR owners may not be. As commercial
enterprises, STVR facilities and operation should meet
community standards; they should contribute appropriate
taxation, since the property owner’s interest is mainly financial. 

Some islands have made a compromise whereby property
owners can apply for a Temporary Use Permit to run their
business. The application process gives neighbours some say in
what happens in their residentially zoned neighbourhood. 

Economics
Property owners catering to short-term summer visitors make
the argument that these visitors spend significant sums on the
island when they are there, and that there are also on-island
cleaning staff and fees to agencies conducting the rentals. There
is truth in this, but the benefit to island businesses does not
compare to the amount that would be spent by a permanent
resident (or even a regular weekender) occupying that same
property. Island businesses need year-round customers to make
it through the other nine months of the year. Increasing
seasonality threatens their ability to operate on a  sustainable
scale.

The Opportunity
The essence of our island communities and neighbourhoods
assumes the ongoing presence and commitment of the people
who live here. The presence of significant numbers of short term
visitors, enjoying the community’s amenities but not
contributing to them, is a burden at any time of the year. 

Unoccupied properties, or those used only for short term
visitors, represent lost permanent residents.  Every island needs
a stock of houses available for long-term rental. 

Wages for servicing these buildings year-round brings at
least as many work hours and at least as much money into the
community as STVRs. Making them available to residents who
will make a contribution to the community year round, through
working, spending, volunteering, or just plain participating, is
important. 

It’s better to have people living on the island than empty

Reprint from Volume 26 Number 22 November 13, 2014
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (November 13, 2014) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

STVRs: lost residents, lost opportunities- Patrick Brown



houses. Some STVR owners, adding up the bills at the end of
the year, have questioned the economics of operating a property
that is only rented out for a short period each year, no matter
what the weekly rent might be. In the current housing market,

the idea of a capital gain is questionable. Maybe a long-term
tenant might be better? Longterm rentals are an attractive
alternative, both for the property owner, neighbours, and the
community. 0
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