
The Lions Club of Mayne Island marks the end of each summer
with a salmon barbecue—with grilled chicken for the folks who
dislike salmon. On the Sunday before Labour Day, the club
pitches its tents at Dinner Bay Lions Park, overlooking Active
Pass, and sells salmon dinners with beer or wine to almost five
hundred patrons. There’s live entertainment, bingo and disc
golf—and the Lions ‘222 Draw’. The 222 draw has become a
feature of the Lions salmon barbecue. Its origin is lost in the
smog of time, but every year, the Mayne Island Lions print two
hundred and twenty-two raffle tickets—hence the name of the
draw—and members peddle them at $20 each to their
acquaintances, family, and friends, who sometimes are
converted to ex-friends thereby. 

At the salmon barbecue, a white board is set up in a special
222 draw gazebo, with all names of the ticket holders printed on
it. As the guests at the barbecue munch their dinners, they can
watch a series of twelve draws being made. The lowest is for $25
dollars, but as the day wears on, the values increase. The 220th
ticket drawn is worth $150. Number 221 comes with a $200 prize
and the holder of ticket 222 wins $800. 

The prize money totals $1,600 and what is left over, after
expenses are paid, goes to a worthy cause. Two years ago, the
money from the draw went to improve the playground at the
Mayne Island School. Last year’s proceeds are helping to build
a surfaced bicycle path from the ferry landing at Village Bay to
Miners Bay.

This year, the worthy cause will be the Mayne’s one-room
schoolhouse. The Mayne Volunteer Firemen’s Association has
saved it and is restoring it for use as its clubhouse as well as a
meeting place for various community events. The firemen will
provide it without charge to non-profit groups—it is already used

by a teenager group.
The Old Schoolhouse, an oblong wooden building held

together by hundreds of hand-forged iron nails, was constructed
in 1894 for $624. It replaced an even smaller structure built ten
years earlier, which housed Mayne Island’s first educational
institution, with a schoolmarm from England, Mrs Annie Monk.
She found the isolation of Mayne Island daunting, to say nothing
of the challenge of teaching thirty-three pupils in an overgrown
shoebox for $50 a month. She left after the first term. She was
replaced by a man who lasted longer, but the school continued to
have a high turnover of teachers. 

Our ‘Old Schoolhouse’, was more commodious and its first
teacher lasted nine years. It continued in use until the present
Mayne Island School was built in 1950. It survived, unused, on
the edge of the grounds until the volunteer firemen found a new
use for it, the Firemans Rec Hall. In 1966 they moved it close to
the firehall. 

It is the oldest building still standing on Mayne Island, older
than the island’s jail (1896) and the picturesque Anglican church
of St Mary Magdalene (1898). This year, Mayne Island is
building a new firehall and the Old Schoolhouse had to be
moved once again to make space for it. The Volunteer
Firefighters Association decided that this was the time to restore
it. They will provide volunteer labour, but supplies cost money
and the proceeds from the Lions draw will help. The Old
Schoolhouse will be renamed the Paddy Lambert Memorial Hall
after a former fire chief who is fondly remembered. It will be
available for groups to use and it will add vibrancy to the island’s
social life as well as recalling school days of a hundred years ago.
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