
The massive Alberta fire that swept rapidly into parts of
Fort McMurray before turning south last month is
causing frightening flashbacks for some residents on

Galiano Island. 
‘The prospect of another wildfire is terrifying,’ says Seonaid

Renwick, a Galiano resident. ‘Events at Fort Mac remind us once
again how fragile we are when faced with the forces of nature.
That we have already had a fire reported this spring gives us a
sense of foreboding.’

Renwick has vivid memories of the forest fire that occurred
on Galiano in July of 2006. That blaze, which started on private
property, ripped through 61 hectares of forest and forced the
evacuation of about 120 permanent and part-time residents. It
was brought under control over three days by scores of
firefighters, both local and from off-island, working with the
support of provincial water bombers and helicopters.

Renwick, whose small hobby farm is located a few hundred
metres from where the fire happened, remembers the event as
if it were yesterday. 

‘My husband, our two children and I were at the beach
enjoying a pre-dinner swim when a huge plume of black smoke
filled the sky. My husband hurried to the end of the road where
we live and saw flames shooting skyward near our home. The
fire was so big we immediately called the fire department.’

Evacuation
The Renwicks were given just three hours to evacuate their home.
This was no easy task as their extended family included eight cats,
one rabbit, fourteen chickens, one pony and two dogs. 

‘The children were absolutely terrified,’ says Renwick. ‘We
told them to round up the animals and that helped settle them
down as it gave them something to do. Our neighbours came
and helped out too.’

A sprinkler was left running on the roof, photo albums were

thrown into the car and, with all of their animals in tow, the
small family joined the long procession of evacuees fleeing the
danger zone. Smoke filled the air and ash fell from above.

Renwickwas distressed to discover that one of the family cats
had been left behind. Unfortunately, the road back was now
closed to traffic. She and her husband talked their way through
the road block and managed to rescue the frightened feline.

For the next two days, the Renwicks lived in a neighbour’s
barn with all of their animal friends. Then they were invited to
stay in a cottage owned by Dr David Beaver, now a practitioner
on Salt Spring Island. 

‘We had all of our animals except the pony staying with us in
that small cottage,’ says Renwick. ‘It was more than a little cozy,
but all we needed.’

She says the fire department was amazing. ‘My husband
pitched in to fight the fire as did many others. The island came
together as it always does. The wind fanned the flames at first,
but then it dropped and that helped the firefighters get the fire
under control.’

Renwicksays her family was not prepared for the emergency.
‘Being prepared came from experience,’ she says. ‘We learned a
lot.’

‘Plan your escape route, prepare a grab and go kit, have
assigned jobs, and decide beforehand what you want to take
with you,’ she says. ‘Above all, go to emergency preparedness
meetings and develop a neighbourhood plan. When an
emergency strikes, things happen very quickly and there is no
time to think.’

Galiano Fire Chief Sean Luttmer says the final report on the
2006 fire was inconclusive, but did mention the possibility that
the fire spread from an old burn pile on private property. 

He adds that on April 18 of this year the fire department
responded to a brush fire caused by a discarded cigarette butt. 0

Reprint from Volume 28 Number 11                                                                  June 2, 2016
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (June 2, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

Fort Mac fire sparks memories on Galiano - Frants Attorp


