
Energy Efficient North Island Hospitals 
Two new hospitals currently under construction in Campbell
River and the Comox Valley are being built to conserve energy
and reduce carbon emissions.
The two hospitals will be the most energy efficient in the

province and among the most energy efficient worldwide. They
will each use roughly half the energy normal hospitals use per
square foot. Greenhouse gas emissions are also expected to be
73% lower. According to Island Health Board Chair Don
Hubbard, the greenhouse gas reductions will be equivalent to
taking 378 cars off the roads permanently.
The most significant design feature for both hospitals that

reduces emissions is the heating plants. The majority of the
thermal energy that is needed to keep the buildings warm and
produce hot water will come from each building’s own exhaust
air. Heat pumps will extract energy from the building exhaust
so the systems can run at full capacity no matter how cold it gets
outside. Gas-fired condensing boilers will also provide top-up
energy when the heat pumps can’t deliver enough heat.
Other features that contribute to the energy efficient

performance include higher levels of roof and wall insulation,
higher performance windows, more efficient lighting using LED
technology and lighting controls that include daylight sensors,
and low-flow plumbing fixtures to minimize water use inside the
building. 

Helping Syrian Refugees - Pam Withers
The Mayne Island Syrian Refugee Support Group is planning a
July 13 picnic at Dinner Bay for Victoria’s recently landed Syrian
refugees. The group is also fundraising for English as a Second
Language classes and planning an August on-island working
retreat for Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society staff. 
‘You’re not coming from a charity perspective, but from a

community-building perspective, and I can’t thank you enough
for that,’ says Alvaro Moreno, one of two guest speakers at the
Ag Hall on May 8. Moreno and Ali Hamado visited Mayne for a
Q&A-style event, attended by twenty-one islanders. Moreno and
Hamado updated listeners on the refugees’ status, thanked the
island for its support and answered questions.
Most of the 168 refugees arrived in February, including about

100 children (25 of them age 6 or under). Each family is
struggling to live on the government-allotted $1,349 per month
for housing and food. 
Only three speak English and only two are professionals.

They are typically working class (mechanics, drivers). Most are
from the western portion of Syria and have spent three years in
refugee camps in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon, which lacked
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Steffani McBurney, Mayne’s 2016 May Queen, is
crowned by the 2015 queen, Christa Morin.



health care, education and sufficient food. 
Most are living at a hotel in Langford in crowded conditions,

their children unable to attend school. Although supplied with
free bus-passes, many are too shy or frightened of getting lost
to venture onto public transportation or into shops. When the
government offered ESL classes for ‘free’, refugees were unable
to take advantage of them because of a $40 fee for materials.
On the upside, they have access to physical and mental health

care, an employment program and some Arabic-speaking
childcare. Victoria businesses have been offering them jobs.
Several families are now housed. And VIRCS has helped
organize sewing, knitting, soccer and youth groups. A women-
only aerobics dance class has proven highly popular (‘I was
shocked,’ Hamado, originally from Syria, reports with a grin).
The refugees are very enthusiastic about the upcoming

Mayne Island picnic, he adds, and appreciative of the Mayne
group’s goal to raise $20,000 for a year’s ESL class for 20
refugees (roughly one third of the adults). 
‘They’re eager to work but if they don’t learn English, their

employability is limited. They need to get past the language
barrier,’ Hamado says.
VIRCS was founded in 1989 by three former refugees. Its 20

staff and 200 volunteers serve 3,000 people per year, but the
Syrian refugee influx has overwhelmed them.
To donate, send a cheque made out to St Mary Magdalene

Church with ‘refugees’ written on the bottom left. All money will
go directly to pay for ESL classes for the Syrian refugees. 

Islands Trust Council June On Pender
The Islands Trust Council will hold its next quarterly business
meeting June 14–16 on North Pender Island. Members of the

public are invited to participate.
The sessions will include a meeting between federal

government and industry representatives concerning marine
shipping traffic, a trustee roundtable to exchange ideas, and a
meeting with San Juan County Council members to discuss
common issues and interests that affect the islands in the Salish
Sea. There will also be a townhall meeting where members of the
public are welcome to voice their comments and concerns. 

Local Teachers Receive Prime Minister’s Award
Two local teachers have received the Prime Minister’s Award
for Excellence in Early Childhood Education. Maureen Wagner
of Comox received the award for her work in the Brooklyn
Elementary School StrongStart centre for 0- to 5-year-olds. Kim
Hunter of Salt Spring Island also received the award. She works
at A Child’s Garden, a family child care centre for children of
ages 3 to 6 on Salt Spring. 

Gulf Islands’ Bats 
- Laura Matthias and Peter Ommundsen

Gulf Islands residents are asked to keep watch for bats this
summer, as bats are at risk of population decline from the
devastating fungal disease, white nose syndrome. If you have
bats on your property and can get a count as they leave at dusk
for the evening hunt, please contact your local nature
conservancy. Conservancy biologists may be available for site
visits to identify bat species, collect guano for DNA testing, and
to advise on bat stewardship and bat-house location. Please
report any dead bats year-round, which will be picked up for
testing. 0
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