
Thetis Islands’s Fairyslipper Forest
Fundraising

An anonymous donor has announced they will match funds up
to $40,000 for the protection of the Fairyslipper Forest on
Thetis Island. So far, roughly $23,000 has been raised and will
be matched. 

This new fundraising push is part of a three-year campaign
by the Islands Trust Fund, the Thetis Island Nature
Conservancy and the Cowichan Community Land Trust. The
goal is the purchase and protection of Fairyslipper Forest,
named for the fairy-slipper orchids that are common in the area
in spring. A total of $560,000 is needed to purchase and protect
16 hectares of imperilled Coastal Douglas-fir forest in a
community watershed that provides essential habitat for several
species of concern. Once protected, Fairyslipper Forest will
become the first publicly accessible nature reserve on Thetis
Island.

The June 2014 agreement to purchase Fairyslipper Forest
set fundraising goals for the end of year-one and year-two of the
campaign. In year-one, over 100 islanders pledged more than a
third of the purchase price.

CRD Awards Affordable Housing
Grants

The Capital Regional District Board has approved three
Regional Housing Trust Fund (RHTF) grants totalling
$1,029,300 to assist the Victoria Native Friendship Centre
Society, the Greater Victoria Housing Society and the Greater
Victoria Rental Development Society. The grants will go towards
the development of new supportive and affordable rental
housing in the region.

The Victoria Native Friendship Centre Society is developing
41 units of supportive housing for low income families. The
project has an estimated total capital cost of $5 million. This new
grant will be worth $30,000, which will be added to the
$600,000 that was previously approved for the project. 

The already existing Greater Victoria Housing Society
affordable rental apartment will be redeveloped as 53 units of
affordable housing targeted towards sheltering low income

seniors and families with children. The grant this project
received has a value of $450,500.

The Greater Victoria Rental Development Society is
developing 56 units of affordable rental housing as workforce
housing to help address a shortage of lower priced rental
housing for low to moderate income workers in the area. The
project’s total capital cost is roughly $17 million. The received
grant is $548,800.

Gulf Islands School District Learning
Innovation, K-12

-Doug Livingston, Director of Instruction
Teachers in southern Gulf Islands’ schools participated in the
BC K-12 Innovation Partnership this year. The focus of the
project is to increase student ownership of learning by shifting
the ways in which we communicate with students and parents.

In November of this school year, teachers in the district had
the opportunity to attend a series of workshops where they
explored ways of connecting with students and their parents
about each child’s learning. Together, it was decided to further
develop how we use student-led conferences, pedagogical
narratives (learning stories), and e-portfolios during our second
term reporting. Approximately half of the elementary teachers
in the district participated in this project. In addition, at the
secondary level, one grade-less course—Robotics—was offered
to students in grade 9-12 this year as part of the Innovation
Partnership.

Interviews with over one hundred primary students revealed
that students involved in the project were more able to talk
about their own learning. For example, in response to ‘What
helps you learn?’, students not involved with the project
responded with ‘listening’ or ‘paying attention’. Whereas those
involved in the project had deeper, more reflective answers such
as ‘setting goals’ or ‘self-assessing my work’.

In the Robotics class at the secondary school, not having
grades has created a culture where it is okay to make mistakes
and learn from them. Students aren’t talking about their grade
or final mark. Instead they’re talking about what they’ve learned,
how they were able to figure out a solution, and what they want
to learn next.
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A R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D S



‘Research from John Hattie and others tells us that when
students are involved directly in assessing their work and
planning what’s next, they are more highly engaged in their
learning,’ said Lisa Halstead, Superintendent of Schools for the
Gulf Islands. She continued by saying that ‘our goal is to expand
our repertoire of assessment strategies in ways that support high
quality learning for all of our students. We’re pleased that our
experiences this year with the K-12 Innovation Partnership
reflect what we know from the research.’

Parents, students and teachers indicated in a recent survey
that verbal feedback had the most powerful and positive impact
in helping learners—be they adults or students—to understand
what they are learning. The survey of over 650 individuals
included over 100 parents and was completed in early May
2016.  While there was some agreement about the positive effect
of verbal feedback and reflection, there was much less
agreement about the value of grades and performance scales,
and their impact on student learning. 0
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