
Lunatics at Large on Gabriola! - Steven Earle
A total of 30 Gabriolans and visitors took part in the second
annual Midsummer Full-moon Lunatics Hike on July 16 and
17. The night-time hikers (and some runners)—ranging in age
from 10 to 84 years—departed from the Village at 10pm and
circled the island for 27km along South and North Roads (see
photo, page 3). A pair of ‘counter-lunatics’ started at Silva Bay
and went in the opposite direction.
Although a few dropped off along the way, 15 out of the 30

made the complete circuit, arriving back in the Village before
4am. The night was beautifully quiet, warm, dry and mostly
clear. The nearly-full moon was bright and the moon-lit vistas
of fields, forests, bays and channels were spectacular. The
conversations were animated and varied, and the feeling that it
was a wonderful and inspiring experience was apparently
unanimous.

Plant and Animal Treasure Hunt
An initiative by Parks Canada is getting families out to explore

nature on August 13 and 14 on Sidney Island. The 24-hour plant
and animal treasure hunt—often referred to as a Bioblitz—is a
race to identify as many species as possible within a day.
Participants will use their smart phones to record the plants and
animals, acting as citizen scientists to help experts identify the
flora and fauna of the island. The count will help identify rare
and unique species and find special habitats in need of
protection.
There are two categories to the treasure hunt—the Family

Blitz, for those with kids who would like to roam at their own
pace, and the Nature Nerds, where individuals and families with
children over 12 learn from experts. 
To learn more, go to www.pc.gc.ca/pn-

np/bc/gulf/activ/activ14.aspx.

Salt Spring Artist Receives Order of Canada
Abraham Anghik Ruben of Salt Spring Island was honoured
with the Order of Canada this year for his artistic contributions
as an Inuit sculptor. Ruben has been sharing stories of his
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Gabriola’s Full-moon Lunatics enjoyed their moonlit hike on a warm summer night, walking 27kms around the island.



history and heritage through his artwork for decades, focusing
special attention on the contact between Viking Norse and the
Inuit. He says this piece of history is ‘vital to our broader
understanding of what took place in this country that we call
Canada.’
Ruben is currently in the middle of several projects, along

with talks for international exhibitions. He is hoping to use his
artwork to establish a fund in support of children in the Arctic. 

Eagle And Dogfish - Dennis Forsyth
Sometimes even a mature bald eagle finds itself biting off more
than it can chew. On July 7, one such eagle dropped out of the
sky onto a cruising dogfish swimming near the surface some

fifty meters off shore in Lambert Channel off the east side of
Denman Island. Unable to get the shark into the air while in the
water, the bird resorted to an old eagle trick and ‘swam’ the bird
ashore by ‘rowing’, using its wings as makeshift oars. The trip
took about five minutes but the bird persevered and managed
to haul its writhing and far from dead catch onto the beach.
Rather than attempt to dispatch its prey on the spot, the eagle

then began to move the shark along the beach in twenty to thirty
metre short flights. The fish was slightly longer than the bird
and, by this old fisherman’s estimate, was probably more than
half its weight. After several of these flights the eagle apparently
decided it was going the wrong way and attempted a course
reversal. And here it made a critical tactical error. Instead of
making the turn inland over the beach it instead moved out over
the water. I suspect it was getting pretty tired by now and the
weight and continued writhing of the dogfish caused it to drop
it back into the water. Dogfish are notoriously tenacious and I
think this one very likely survived the adventure and now has a

story to tell about the time it flew Air Bald Eagle on a short
summer holiday.

Texada Artists Studio Tour
‘People look across Georgia Strait, some directly at Texada
Island,’ says tour director Sandy McCormick, ‘But how many
people know this island has a thriving artistic community,
hugely inspired by the natural beauty around us?’ Since the
artists’ tour happens only every second year, she continues, ‘we
have artists and artisans showing some amazing, creative work,
built up over a period of time. It’s worth the effort to come and
see what this wacky and wonderful group is all about.’ 
To minimize the tour’s carbon footprint, a free driver escort

service is available from the Blubber Bay ferry terminal and at
the Texada Boat Club in Van Anda should you travel with your
own boat. (See ‘What’s On?’, page 5, for details.)

Sipping And Swirling On Galiano
An island’s event that’s been happening for a quarter century is
Galiano’s Wine & Beer Tasting Festival. This year on August 6,
wine, craft beer and cider vendors will pour in from BC and
around the world, say organizers Carol and Diane, daughters of
the first festival co-ordinator. This year, a pop-up store means
festival-goers can stock-up on bottles and cases of their
favourites just before they leave the grounds. 
The Galiano community treats this Health Centre fundraiser

like a close-knit giant family reunion and an island’s worth of
volunteers are involved. (See ‘What’s On?’, page 5, for details.)

Resilience of the People
In 1916 an English photographer by the name of Alice Lisle took
photographs of First Nation entrepreneurs and residents
around the harbour of Victoria. For 100 years the photos were
kept in storage, until in 2015 they were gifted to the Chief and
Council of the Songhees Nation. In 2016, the Songhees Nation
and the Robert Bateman Centre worked together to incorporate
these rare photographs in a new exhibit called Resilience of the
People: A Visual History of the Traditional Territory of the
Lekwungen/Songhees People.
The exhibit covers a visual history of what is now Greater

Victoria, the Songhees First Nation’s traditional territory. The
exhibit contains maps, drawings, and artifacts, in addition to
historical and contemporary photographs of the Songhees
people.  The project is an important testament to the changing
relationship between the original and new settlers of this area.
The exhibit is open daily until September 30.

Lively Peak Park Road
The Pender Island Parks and Recreation Commission has
conditionally approved the building of a road through Lively
Peak Park, which would be used by ambulances and firetrucks
in the event of an emergency. PIPRC says that the 14-foot wide
road would only be used for incidents such as a fire or other
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disaster on Schooner Road blocking off Magic Lake from the
rest of the island. 
Residents are expressing concern about the proposed road

through a park and an eco-reserve. Gary Steeves, who lives near
the park, said that the parks commission should consult with
the public immediately. ‘The allocation of funds for such a
project should be done only after thoughtful community
dialogue and open decision-making processes are complete,’ he
wrote in a letter to the commission, ‘To alter the nature,
hydrology and topography of Lively Peak Park is a big deal and
should be subject to appropriate public scrutiny.’ 0
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