
Coastal Forestry Crisis Documentary
BC filmmaker, Daniel J Pierce, is working to raise awareness of
the plight of Vancouver Island old growth forests in his new
documentary series Heartwood: A West Coast Forestry
Documentree. The series follows coastal communities as they
unite to defend their forests and demand a sustainable, second-
growth, value-added forestry industry in BC.
‘Forestry issues have been swept under the rug for far too

long,’ Pierce says. ‘Vancouver Island is in an ecological
emergency stemming from the liquidation of our coastal forests
by a few giant timber companies. Meanwhile, the industry is a
shadow of what it once was. This story is long overdue.’
Central to Pierce’s series is a vision for an alternative forestry

model that seeks to maximize value rather than volume, gives
more control over local forest lands to communities and First
Nations and balances community values such as tourism,
employment, old growth, watersheds, wildlife and recreation.
This will be Pierce’s third long-form documentary. You can

watch the trailer at www.vimeo.com/179005119. The
Heartwood team is currently fundraising to complete the series,
which is just about to move into the post-production phase.
Currently, $10,000 has been raised, with three weeks left in the
campaign. They hope to release episode one in the spring of
2017, in the midst of the next BC election campaign. To donate,
go to www.indiegogo.com/projects/heartwood-a-west-coast-
forestry-documentree-innovation#/.

A Kinder Morgan Story
Two Simon Fraser University professors who were sued by
Kinder Morgan for their participation in the Burnaby Mountain
protest in November of 2014 will be telling that story, among
others both poetic and factual, on Salt Spring on September 3.
Stephen Collis and Lynne Quarmby will be speaking at the
interactive event, which is titled ‘The Science & Poetry of Climate
Change’. It’s a good story of courage. 
Collis is a poet, editor and professor at Simon Fraser

University (SFU). While involved in anti-pipeline activism,
Collis was sued for $5.6 million by US energy giant Kinder
Morgan, whose lawyers read his writing in court as ‘evidence’.
His poetry books include The Commons (Talon Books, 2014),

On the Material (Talon Books, 2010—awarded the BC Book
Prize for Poetry), To the Barricades (Talon Books, 2013), and
(with Jordan Scott) DECOMP (Coach House, 2013). 
Collis has also written two books of literary criticism, a book

of essays on the Occupy Movement, Dispatches from the
Occupation (Talon Books, 2012), and a novel, The Red Album
(BookThug, 2013), and teaches at Simon Fraser University. His
next book is Once in Blockadia (Talon Books, 2016).
Quarmby is a cell biologist and professor of molecular

biology and biochemistry at SFU. Concern for climate change
led Lynne to establish a new research program to study the algae
that live on the snow and ice of the Arctic, the most rapidly
changing ecosystem on Earth. She is also a climate justice
activist and that activism has had consequences: she was also
sued and arrested. She ran as Green Party candidate for
Burnaby-North Seymour in the 2015 federal election. 
Her research explores a set of molecular machines that serve

as cellular antennae, receiving signals from the world outside
the cell. Lynne is fascinated by the essence of life and thrilled
that some of her group’s discoveries have helped us understand
diseases as diverse as polycystic kidney disease and cancer.

Walk to End Animal Cruelty
Registration has opened for the BC SPCA Paws for a Cause walk
to end animal cruelty. The walk is taking place in September and
October in 30 communities across BC, including one on Salt
Spring Island on October 2. This event is the single largest
fundraising event to raise money for animal cruelty in BC, with
thousands of people participating province-wide. The Salt
Spring event will be held at Heiwa Peace Park from noon to 1pm.
You can register at www.spca.bc.ca/saltspringislandwalk.

Canada’s 150th Anniversary Mosaic
With Canada’s 150th anniversary coming up next year and the
Victoria Foundation’s 80th, Victorians came together on August
12 and 13 to paint a mural mosaic that represents their
community. Over the course of two days, residents converged in
the central courtyard of the Greater Victoria Public Library to
paint tiles with images that they feel represent their homes. The
individual images of each tile will come together in one mural to
create a central image. The finished mural will show Kwaguilth
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artist Carey Newman’s design of three Coast Salish-stylized orcas.
It will be displayed for years to come, though the location of this
display has not yet been revealed. 
This initative is part of the Canada 150 Mosaic project, which

is an undertaking of artist Lewis Lavoie and his team. Over the
course of two years, they are setting out to create murals
involving all of the provinces and territories, and incorporating
more than 80,000 individually painted tiles. Since May of 2015,
communities across Canada have been creating these murals,
including Campbell River (see photo, above) and Parksville.
Each mural incorporates a train car into the central image,
which will, in spirit, join each other mural to create a trans-
continental train. If all the murals were joined together, the
finished project would be over 365 metres long, which is roughly
the length of four football fields.

Lost Dog on South Pender
A two-year-old tan chihuahua cross named Callie was lost on
the Mount Norman hiking trail on South Pender on August 17.
Callie’s owners are from Saanichton and are unable to look for
their beloved pet themselves—they are hoping Pender residents
will call Jennifer and David at 250-920-9345 if they spot Callie.

World’s Oldest Orca Spotted
Nicknamed ‘Granny’, the world’s oldest killer whale was spotted
recently off the coast of Washington, in the San Juan Islands’
False Bay. The 105-year-old whale is still swimming in the
waters of the Salish Sea and is older than the Titanic. Scientists
identify her by the name of J2. She is the matriarch of the
Southern Resident Killer Whales, and is said to usually hang out
with around 25 other orcas. Scientists have been studying
Granny from a distance since 1971 when she was 60-years-old.
Orcas usually live between 60 to 80 years in the wild, so

Granny has been swimming a lot longer than most orcas. Her
freedom is part of the reason for her survival—whales in
captivity generally live for 50 years less than those in the wild.
Granny has broken the record for the oldest killer whale alive. 

September Islands Trust Council
The program has been announced for the September Islands
Trust Council meeting. The meeting will be held from
September 13 to 15 at the Sidney Pier Hotel. Members of the
public are invited to particpate and observe. There is a townhall
session starting at 1:30pm on Wednesday, September 14, during
which citizens can pose questions and make suggestions.
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The finished Campbell River mosaic mural with the Canada 150 Mosaic team: Lewis Lavoie,
Laurel Sliskovic, Phil Alain, James Headrick and artist Pete the Pen. 



Trust Council sessions will include a visioning session in
which trustees will work together to identify areas of mutual
concern and importance across the islands. There will also be a
dialogue session with the San Juan County Council to discuss
common interests and issues.
Trustees will also engage in a session on housing to discuss

resources, identify ways to measure impacts of increased
density, and improve affordable housing. An innovative
affordable housing initiative on Galiano comes to Public
Hearing on September 19, see letter, page 2.

Another Affordable Housing Option
Habitat for Humanity Vancouver Island North, an affordable
housing society, held a small private home dedication ceremony
to welcome the newest Habitat homes residents, Jessica and

Darryl Cote and their eight-year-old son, Riley, to their new
Habitat home in Courtenay. The home is one of six constructed
at Piercy Place in 2014. 
Improved financial security enabled the previous

homeowners to purchase a home through a conventional
mortgage and sell this one back to Habitat, allowing the
organization to provide another family a hand-up to home
ownership.
Habitat homeowner families must complete 500 hours of

sweat equity building homes in lieu of a down payment. Then,
the home is sold to them and they are required to pay a no-
interest mortgage that is set at 30% of their annual gross family
income.0 
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