
Galiano Island’s acute shortage of affordable housing has been
dramatically exacerbated in the last year by the conversion of
many long-term rental units into short-term Air BnB rentals.
Young families are finding it increasingly difficult to secure
affordable housing, and island businesses are suffering as staff
accommodation becomes almost impossible to find. But relief
may on the way. The Galiano Green home ownership
community, a local initiative to help ease this housing shortage,
is now close to becoming a reality.

Four years ago, the Galiano Land and Community Housing
Trust, a non-profit society, purchased 10 acres of land close to
one of the island’s main hubs (see map, below), and has been
working with consultants and engineers to create a unique
housing development with a small ecological footprint. Galiano
Green is a community-based, privately funded initiative and will
require neither public moneys nor an increase in the local tax
base.

Embracing the ‘small is beautiful’ aesthetic, Galiano Green
will allow 20 houses, ranging in size from 500 to 1,000 square
feet, each equipped with state-of-the-art water catchment
systems to save our aquifers through water conservation.
Galiano Green boasts only half the density of Page Drive,
Galiano’s senior living complex located right next door (see map,
below); the rest of the 10 acres will be shared communally, and

will feature a meeting room, shower and laundry facilities to be
built by the Galiano Land and Community Housing Trust (see
plan, below).

Several facets of the project have been modified in the last
year to conform to the recommendations of the local planning
authorities. Galiano Green has now adopted a Bare Land Strata
model, a well-tested legal structure vetted by government
authorities and by financial institutions. Each of the twenty lots,
of varying sizes, will be surveyed by a professional surveyor, and
will be leased to approved candidates by the Galiano Land and
Community Housing Trust, at very reasonable rates offered by
VanCity and CCEC Credit Union.

A housing agreement has been hammered out between the
Galiano Land Trust and the local Islands Trust Committee, and
features a hands’ off selection committee, known as the
Community Management Committee, to choose candidates
with the skills and resources necessary to build a home at
Galiano Green. Applications can be processed as soon as
rezoning is granted and a selection committee is appointed.
Whether built by the home-owners themselves or by local
contractors, all the houses will conform to provincial building
code and fire safety regulations, including the latest earthquake
regulations.

The Galiano Island Local Trust Committee is hosting a
special meeting and a Public Hearing
starting at 12:30pm, Monday, September
19, at Galiano’s Lions Hall. From now up
until the beginning of this meeting the
public can send letters of support to the
Local Trust Committee, email addresses
below. 

This meeting will be the final step in the
public process leading to the approval of
this affordable housing initiative, and the
last chance for the public to comment on
the proposal. 

As this is a potential model for any
island or small community, I would
encourage people from all islands who are
interested in affordable housing to write
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letters of support for this rezoning application to Galiano Local
Trustees. 0
Trustee addresses are: 

spottle@islandstrust.bc.ca, 
gharris@islandstrust.bc.ca,  
lbusheikin@islandstrust.bc.ca. 
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