
BC Ferries to Extend Mid-Coast Service
A partnership between First Nations, local communities and the
tourism industry has led to the extension of ferry service on the
BC mid-coast. BC Ferries is committing to a seasonal direct ferry
service between Port Hardy and Bella Coola, as soon as an
appropriate vessel can be found. It’s expected that the new route
will be in place in time for the 2018 tourist season. 

The announcement of this new service, which was made by
premier Christy Clark, is the result of numerous meetings
between the BC government and the Mid-Coast Working
Group. Route 40 was cancelled nearly three years ago as part of
a series of cost-cutting moves by BC Ferries. The direct line
between Port Hardy and Bella Coola was replaced with one
which transferred at Bella Bella, and the 115-car MV Queen of
Chilliwackwas replaced by the MV Nimpkish, which carries just

16 cars. These cuts were severly critized by the tourism industry
and affected communities. 

While the capacity of the replacement vessel is yet to be
determined, discussion is underway about the potential of
building a vessel that can carry 50 cars to replace the Nimpkish,
which is due to retire in 2019.

Salt Spring Apple Festival Collection
The annual Salt Spring Island Apple Festival is taking place at
the beginning of October. Each year, hundreds of varieties of
local, organic apples are showcased at the Fulford Hall. This
year, the vast collection is also for sale. Potential buyers would
end up with over 350 varieties of Salt Spring apples, with three
apples for each kind, bagged and labelled. 

According to apple festival organizer Harry Burton, the
festival pays the growers of the apples a collective $1,400 to
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Waiting for the bus. Pender Island’s new
community bus is up and running, thanks to hours
of volunteer work fundraising, organizing for grant
funding and, now, driving.



reward them for their efforts producing the apples.
‘That money tells them, ‘we value your efforts, so please put

in the effort next year to help build this incredible apple
collection,’’ Burton said in an email. ‘We are selling to try to
recoup our costs.’

The huge collection of apples will be auctioned off with a
reserve bid of $600 and is available on October 3, the day after
the festival. Festival organizers are willing to deliver the apples
to Victoria and the winning bidder can choose their delivery
method. All apples have been grown organically. The collection,
when bagged and boxed, should amount to around eight 40
pound apple boxes. 

Meanwhile the 3-year-old Denman Apple Festival takes
place on Thanksgiving Weekend. Check it out at:
islandagriculture.wordpress.com

Galiano Reads - Elizabeth Olson
A surprise to even ourselves, the Galiano Reads debate was a
sold-out bestseller last fall. So Galiano Library is gamely holding
the event again. This year the theme is sci-fi. Five Galiano
personalities (Stephen, Christina, Arnie, Paul and Carleigh) are
each championing a genre title they believe will break barriers
and build community—Annihilation, Contact, The Windup
Girl, Aurora and I, Robot. 

The community will vote to determine the winner directly
after the debate conclusion. Moderated by Bonnie and timed by
Pauline, both of whom, wielding big sticks, were big hits with
Galianoites last year, this event promises to entertain the
island—after the last of the visitors have departed and we once
again have the shorelines and trails to ourselves—on Saturday,
October 29, at the South Community Hall. Those who come
dressed as their favorite sci-fi character will be eligible for a prize.
The event is loosely modelled after Canada Reads but so, so
much more intelligent and entertaining. A limited number of
tickets are available at Galiano Island Books.

Rick Scott Concerts
Award-winning musician Rick Scott is coming to Pender Island
in late September to perform two fundraising concerts for the
Dragonfly Child Care and Family Resource Centre. The centre,
run by the Pender Island Child Care Society, aims to provide
affordable child care services on Pender. PICCS has been around
since 1995, and opened the Dragonfly Centre in 1998.

Scott will be performing a family concert at 2pm on
September 24 at the Community Hall, and a ‘big folks’ concert
at the Studio at Hope Bay in the evening, at 7pm. See the What’s
On, right, for more info.

Also that weekend, Scott and his partner Valley Hennell will

be holding a free musical reading at Talisman Books. The
reading will be for their new book Snapshot of a Soul Place: In
the Land of Special Needs,which is based on the life of their 25-
year-old granddaughter with Down Syndrome.

Water and Energy Savings in Victoria
With the launch of the Food Service Establishment Water,
Energy and GHG Savings Program, businesses in Victoria that
use gas hot-water heating will be eligible for free high-efficiency
water fixtures and on-site education about further water and
energy savings opportunities. The program, organized and
funded by the CRD and FortisBC, with the assistance of the City
of Victoria, is open to businesses as diverse as restaurants,
grocery stores, community centres and care homes. 

The high-efficiency fixtures reduce the average water
consumption of a business by roughly 230,000 litres per year,
which would save a food service establishment an average of
$1,190 per year, with a range of potential savings between $50
and $7,000 per year. The program is also expected to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by three tonnes per year.

Adopt A Bat Colony
The Habitat Acquisition Trust, or HAT, is asking people to adopt
a bat colony by donating to the Bat Stewardship Program.
Through this program, HAT collaborates with residents of
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands to install bat boxes on
local properties, creating safe habitats for bats to roost in the
area. So far, they’ve helped install 90 bat boxes. 

Each summer, volunteers also take part in the BC
Community Bat Program’s Bat Count. This year, 39 volunteers
counted 5,951 bats on South Vancouver Island, at 16 colonies
over the course of four evenings. Bat counts are currently
important due to the spread of White Nose Syndrome in
Washington—this disease is killing bats in huge numbers across
North America, and it is creeping closer to BC. 

Bat boxes usually cost around $350 to build, deliver and
install and can support hundreds of bats. 

Farmers Appreciation Week
The week of September 12-18 marked the seventh annual
Farmers Appreciation Week in BC. Special events took place at
farmers markets across the province, and the BC Association of
Farmers Markets held an ‘Ode to a Farmer’ poetry contest.
Winners whose poems best showed their appreciation to local
farmers were awarded with gift certificates to a farmers market
of their choice. 

According to data from the 2011 census of agriculture, BC is
home to over 19,000 farms, 98% of which are family farms. The
BC Association of Farmers Markets includes 135 BC markets. 0
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