
Artwork Revealed for Salish Eagle
BC Ferries has revealed the artwork for the new Salish Eagle,
one of three intermediate-class vessels currently in construction
in Poland. The artwork was done by Stz’uminus First Nation
John Marston. 

‘The Eagle is highly respected within our culture. It is a
symbol of our spiritual connection to the natural world,’ said
Marston. ‘The Eagle has long been connected to us and carries
our prayers to the Creator. Our guardian in life, we look to the
teachings he offers us. The Eagle is beautiful and graceful with
the never-ending strength to survive. Over the years as an artist
I have learned from our ancestors’ old artworks. It is important
to me that this design was strongly influenced by these old
masterpieces.’

The Salish Eagle is expected to be in service for the summer
of 2017 and will replace the Queen of Nanaimo on the
Tsawwassen-Southern Gulf Islands route.

The artwork for a second new vessel, the Salish Orca, was
released in March of this year. The art is by Darlene Gait from
the Esquimalt First Nation.The artwork for the third vessel, the
Salish Raven, is by Thomas Cannell from the Musqueam
Nation and will be unveiled in the coming months. 

HAT Musical Fundraiser
Local author, musician and botanist Andy Mackinnon, co-author
of Plants of British Columbia, will be taking to the stage in early
November to preform at a musical fundraiser for the Habitat
Acquisition Trust’s 20th birthday on November 8. Music will also
be performed by HAT’s executive director Jill Robinson and by
the local rock band The Bald Eagles. There will also be a silent
auction, local cuisine with natural, foraged ingredients, and a raffle. 

All funds will go to HAT’s work supporting wildlife and nature
in the Capital Regional District. The goal of the event is to raise
$10,000. Go to www.hat.bc.ca for more information.
Abandoned Vessels in Ladysmith Harbour

Once again, an abandoned vessel was on the verge of sinking in
Ladysmith Harbour. The 36-meter Laurier II was towed into
the harbour after spending months in Deep Bay, and was on the
cusp of becoming a serious environmental hazard to the
harbour . The Coast Guard repaired a leak in the boat, and it is
now tied to a salvage barge. Saltair Marine Services Ltd has a
contract to manage the ship, while negotiations with the owner
around the ultimate fate of the vessel continue. 

The situation highlights the urgent need for federal
leadership on the issue, says Nanaimo-Ladysmith MP Sheila
Malcolmson. Before the Coast Guard took action, the Laurier
II was among the hundreds of abandoned vessels in Canada
with the potential to cause environmental problems.
Malcolmson has tabled a Private Member’s Bill in Parliament
that would introduce regulation to deal with the problem of
abandoned vessels. The bill would also designate the Coast
Guard as the receiver of wrecks for the purposes of the Canada
Shipping Act, which would allow the Coast Guard to take action
without being directed to by a ministry. Bill C-129 will be
debated in Parliament next year. 

CRD Approves Regional Housing Plan
The CRD has approved the Regional Housing First Program
(RHFP) Implementation Plan, which would create 268
supported and affordable housing units at provincial shelter rates
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and at least 175 housing units affordable to low and moderate
income households in the region. 

The plan includes a six-year phased project approval and
development process and outlines the steps to utilizing approved
funding. The CRD and BC Housing will provide capital funding

for an equal number of units with anticipated completions to take
place over three years, starting in 2019. Island Health has also
agreed to align its existing mental health and substance services
with the new affordable housing opportunities developed
through the RHFP. 0
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