
It is at least 95% likely that Canadians will be voting onOctober 19. It is at least equally likely that this will be the
first federal election with a fixed election date. The first after

the passage of Harper’s fixed election date law would have been
the 2008 election, but the prime minister broke his own law in
hopes of catching opposition parties unawares on September 7,
2008. The 2011 election was triggered by an opposition
confidence motion the Conservatives lost over the Speaker’s
finding of contempt of parliament in Stephen Harper’s refusal
to release documents related to the arrest of Afghan civilians—
so no fixed date that time. The contempt issue was forgotten in
the campaign as Stephen Harper proclaimed the election was
over the budget. Following his return to parliament with a false
majority, the Afghan detainee documents never were released.
Canadians (especially media pundits) seem to have very

short memories. 
While we are likely to be voting on October 19, it is

increasingly likely that the writ period will be far longer than our
custom. The minimum writ period is five weeks, placing the
normal date to call an October 19 election in early September.
However, as I write this rumours are flying of an August election
call. 
Changes made by the Conservatives in the so-called Fair

Elections Act have changed the financing rules. A longer writ
will now allow more spending (and larger public reimbursement
of parties after the election.) For the really big parties, this means
that the five week spending limit of $25 million will balloon by
an additional $19.6 million if the writ drops in mid-August. 
I think Stephen Harper’s motive for an early call is less about

his party’s ability to spend more money than in disadvantaging
the other parties by forcing us all to spend more. There are
currently no rules limiting spending before the writ period, so
what the Conservatives gain is limited to getting the 50% rebate
for increased writ period spending. While getting Canadians to
cover half the costs of all the dreadful attack ads is an incentive,
I think it is more likely that the Conservatives hope to catch one
of the other parties unprepared for major ticket items like
renting a campaign plane or having major network ad time
locked in. Speaking for the Greens, we don’t plan to rent a

campaign plane anyway. Once again, we are the only party
planning a carbon neutral campaign.
Another change to the rules will make it harder for Canadians

living abroad to vote. In a truly bizarre move, the Conservatives
oppose Canadians being allowed to vote if they have lived
abroad for more than five years. As Globe and Mail reporter
Mark MacKinnon lamented, this means him. And aid workers,
and ex-pat academics—anyone whose career (other than a
military career) has taken them abroad. This interpretation was
recently upheld by the Ontario Court of Appeal. One can hope
it will be overturned by the Supreme Court of Canada—but not
in time for this election. It suits Stephen Harper’s trend toward
different shades of Canadian citizenship—one Canadian citizen
can be more Canadian than another.
Speaking of harder to vote, theFair Elections Actwill make

it harder to vote if you are a student, a young person living away
from home, First Nations, homeless or anyone who has given
up a driver’s licence. Last week, I was talking with one of my
favourite young singer-songwriters in Halifax about where and
how she will be able to vote. Gabrielle Papillon grew up in Pictou
County, used to live in Montreal, now lives in Halifax and will
be touring with her band through the election. She was pretty
sure she’d be okay to vote with her passport (she never did get a
driver’s licence), but I explained a passport would not be
acceptable ID on its own. She was exasperated. ‘You know I have
never lived in France, but it is easier for me to vote in French
elections because my father was born there than it is for me to
vote in Canada!’
And now to the territory of ‘no rules’: the changes to the

leaders’ debates. With two seats in the House of Commons, the
Green Party has met all the rules for inclusion in the national
televised leaders’ debate. The consortium of CBC-CTV-Global
and Radio Canada invited Greens to the debates to be held in
early October at which point the Conservatives said they would
not participate. For the first time since 1968, a sitting prime
minister has refused to debate in the recognized forum for
electoral debates. In 2011 over 14 million Canadians watched
the French and English language televised debates. But Stephen
Harper has muddied the waters of his refusal to debate in the
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main stage by offering to be in five other, private boutique
debates without any consistent rules. Of those five, I am only to
be allowed in one—Macleans debate to take place August 6. The
Globe and Maildebate (in conjunction with Google), the Munk
Debates and TVA have refused to accept Greens, with the Globe
and Munk saying parties now need 12 seats to be in debates, and
TVA saying two seats is enough if the party is the Bloc, but not
enough if the party is the Green Party.
So, on the brink of the next election, please plan ahead. Do

not assume anything will be what past elections were like. Find
someone you know who didn’t vote in 2011. Regardless of how

they plan to vote, please make a personal commitment to get
that person to an advance poll. We need to be sure there is time
to get through the messy new voting requirements. Do not leave
voting to the last minute—and commit to a voting buddy system.
Let’s undo the Conservative plan to reduce voter

participation. Let’s make sure Canadians vote for what we want
by increasing voter turn-out. This election cannot be about
political parties. This election needs a democracy citizens’
movement to get our country back. 0
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