
Iknow voters in Saanich-Gulf Islands are worried about voter
fraud. We have talked about it in nearly every townhall
meeting over the last four years: How will we know if the

next federal election will be fair? 
It turns out we are not the only ones to be worried. A recent

access to information filing from Canadian Press revealed a May
2014 presentation prepared by Elections Canada for its staff:
‘An Introduction to Emerging Trends and Threats in Electoral
Operations’. 

Elections Canada studied voter fraud techniques in use in
the United States in 17 cases in 15 states between 2004 and 2012.
The scams and schemes are increasingly sophisticated. Elections
Canada spokesman John Enright said,‘It’s important for us to
identify potential risks in order to be prepared to detect and
respond to incidents that may occur, including incidents that
could compromise the integrity of the election.’ 

How do we protect ourselves and our democracy from voter
suppression techniques? Ideally we would have a vast network
of democracy protectors. An anti-cheat squad able to alert
authorities and protect the right to vote. We can have such a
network but it will take our personal efforts to recruit a volunteer
army ready to encourage and assist the voting process. 

We must all encourage friends and even casual
acquaintances to vote. It helps to remind people who may face
difficulties when they get to the polls to go early and register.
The greatest risk in being denied the right to vote will occur on
election day itself, October 19.

Robo-calls, false stories, scare tactics, disruptions in the
polling stations are the sort of concerns expressed in the internal

Elections Canada presentation to its staff. In the so-called Fair
Elections ActStephen Harper made it harder to vote. The 2014
changes came on top of the 2007 Elections Act changes that
Conservatives brought in to require for the first time in Canada’s
elections law the use of government-issued photo ID. The
additional changes will make it harder for young people,
students, those who have moved, or recently given up their
drivers licence, First Nations and homeless people to vote.  

To be sure of protecting your right to vote and that of others,
phone or go immediately to your Elections Canada office, (see
front page for details). Bring your government issued photo ID
and proof of your current residence. A mailed utility bill will do,
but not a print out of an electronic billing. 

It is wise to register early so that any problems can be
rectified. The Elections Canada staff there will ensure you are
registered. If you want, you can vote right then and there. The
ability to vote any time ends with the start of advance polls on
Thanksgiving Weekend. 

Another more subtle form of voter suppression is alive on
Vancouver Island. It is the idea that you cannot vote for what
you want because it will ‘split the vote’. Such appeals to fear
reduce voter turnout. In a healthy democracy, voting for what
you want is a right. And on Vancouver Island, it is the best way
to get the change you want to see. 

Let’s be sure the 2015 election is the last election where fears
have any power over us, and the last in which we have such
antidemocratic voter suppression tactics to overcome. 

Let’s turn voter suppression tactics around by showing up in
full force to vote with our hearts. 0
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Let’s have a fair election - Elizabeth May, MP
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