
I write from Ottawa on the Thursday after the federal election.
The deadline climate talks, the 21st Conference of the Parties
(COP21), will begin on November 30. The world must be
relieved that Canada is no longer operating under negotiating
instructions from Stephen Harper. Or, to be more accurate,
Canada will soon cease operating under Harper’s direction. In
fact, from the 19th until the 23rd of October, a critical
negotiating session was held in Bonn, Germany. During those
talks, even after the election, Canada continued to operate under
Harper’s directions.

Knowing there is no time to lose, I headed to Ottawa. We
have to maintain as much pressure as possible on our newly
elected government. Justin Trudeau comes with better
intentions to the climate issue, but there were no detailed
campaign promises about how the Liberals would handle the
climate talks. Their platform contained no targets. From friends
at thinkprogress.org, here is a quick summary of what was in
the Liberal platform: 

Trudeau supports Keystone XL, but opposes the Northern
Gateway pipeline, which would bring tar sands crude from
Alberta to the coast of British Columbia. Since approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline rests with President Obama, Trudeau’s
opinion of the project doesn’t mean much in a practical sense,
but it does show that he’s not opposed to building new tar sands
pipelines as a rule. Trudeau also hasn’t taken a firm stance on
the Energy East pipeline, which would carry tar sands crude
from Alberta to Canada’s East Coast. On Kinder Morgan, the
position was similar to the NDP—‘we’ll look at a better process.’

Trudeau’s plans for energy and the environment include
inviting all of Canada’s premiers to attend the UN climate talks
in Paris this year, and holding a first ministers’ meeting on
climate change after the talks to develop a plan for emissions

reductions. He also said he will act on a G20 pledge to phase out
fossil fuel subsidies. He says he’ll ban oil tankers off of British
Columbia’s North Coast, and invest $200 million every year on
clean technology strategies. He’s also said that he’ll create a
national carbon pricing system.

Climate activists are planning on gathering in Ottawa before
the negotiations to focus politicians on the work that must be
done.

In a nutshell, we need new targets. 
We must not wait until after Paris to set Canada’s target. The

targets are part of the treaty we are negotiating, known as
INDCs—Intended Nationally Determined Contributions.
Unless the new government changes them, Canada is
negotiating under Harper’s target—30% below 2005 levels by
2030. It is the weakest in the G-7. I will push for our target to be
the Green target of 40% below 2005 levels by 2025. Based on
expert advice (Mark Jaccard and David Sawyer) we can hit that
target, assuming we can stop the growth in oil sands production.
Committing to a new target will require fed-prov consultations
before November 30 and the opening of the COP. Much more
needs to be done. We have to un-gag the scientists and organize
a cracker-jack negotiating team. It is a real challenge for even a
well-meaning PM to pull all this together in three weeks—from
swearing in on November 4 to the conference opening on
November 30. This is the time for firm pressure and
encouragement. Please send letters of congratulation that
include a serious demand for real climate action in Paris. The
negotiations are not going well. The latest draft text is weak and
still heavily bracketed (brackets indicate those sections where
agreement is missing). I will keep Island Tides readers updated
as we race toward the finish line for global negotiations. 0
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Climate talks. . . no time to waste 
- Elizabeth May, MP


