
The federal government’s review of the current
environmental assessment process will be started by a
four-member expert panel this month. 

Johanne Gelinas, a former federal commissioner of
environment and sustainable development, will act as chair. She
will be joined by Doug Horswill, retired vice-president of Teck
Resources, and Rod Northey and Renée Pelletier, former
environmental and aboriginal lawyers. 

Panel’s Terms of Reference
Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate
Change, released the Terms of Reference for the panel in August.
The panel has been instructed to consult and engage with First
Nations and the provinces and territories, as well as with ‘key
stakeholders’, to develope recommendations to ‘strength and
improve’ the federal environmental assessment process.

The expert panel has also been tasked with considering
several issues that were raised in Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s mandate letters to the Minister of Environment and
Climate Change and the Minister of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs. The panel is to look into:

• how to restore robust oversight and thorough
environmental assessments of areas under federal jurisdiction,
while working with the provinces and territories to avoid
duplication;

• how to ensure decisions are based on science, facts and
evidence and serve the public’s interest;

• how to provide ways for Canadians to express their views,
and opportunities for experts to meaningfully participate;

• how to require project advocates to choose the best
technologies available to reduce environmental impacts; and 

• how to ensure that environmental assessment legislation
is amended to enhance the consultation, engagement and
participatory capacity of indigenous groups in reviewing and
monitoring major resource development projects.

The panel has also been asked to ‘reflect the principles of the
Declaration [on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples] in its
recommendations, as appropriate, especially with respect to the
manner in which environmental assessment processes can be
used to address potential impacts to potential or established
aboriginal and treaty rights.’

Working With Other Reviews
The review on federal environmental assessment joins many
others and the panel has been tasked with working with other
reviews in all relevant matters. These reviews include a review by
the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and the Canadian Coast
Guard into changes to the Fisheries Act; a review currently being
undertaken by the Minister of Natural Resources into
modernizing the National Energy Board; and a review by the
Minister of Transport into changes to the Navigable Waters
Protection Act. 

Review Timeline
The panel is beginning its review this month and has until
January 31, 2017, to finish its report with recommendations. The
panel will operate a public website that will contain all the
information it receives. It will also create a Public Engagement
Plan, which will be posted to its website.  0
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