
Though there are plenty of other pressing issues, a town
hall meeting on Saturna (See Saturna Notes, page 7)
demonstrated why electoral reform is front and centre

these days. MP for Peterborough-Kawartha, and Canada’s
Minister for Democratic Institutions, joined Saanich–Gulf
Islands MP Elizabeth May at one of her fall constituency
townhall series. 

Minister Monsef is in charge of the Special Committee on
Electoral Reform (ERRE) which has been meeting since early
July and throughout the summer. It will report back to
Parliament in December. 

The committee was appointed to identify and conduct a
study of viable voting systems to replace the first-past-the-post
system, as well as to examine mandatory voting and online
voting. The committee is doing a fantastic job in sifting through
the various options. They are working towards building a
consensus around a ‘Made in Canada’ voting system that will
bring our democracy into the 21st century. 

MP May is very glad to be a member of the committee
because she knows how intrinsically electoral reform is linked
to all the other issues that we face, not only as a country but as a
planet. To solve the challenges of our time, especially the
environmental challenges, we need to work together. We need
to bring the best minds to the table, unpack complex issues, and
build consensus around common solutions. That’s what
electoral reform is all about; building consensus. That’s what the
Special Committee has been doing all summer. Literally.

At the townhall on Wednesday September 7, I had the
pleasure of meeting Minister Monsef—who insisted we call her
Maryam—in the kitchen while potluck dishes were being
scrubbed after the welcoming Saturna-style potluck. 

At the meeting, Maryam and Elizabeth demonstrated their
total commitment to building a better democracy, in part by
sharing stories about themselves and each other during the
discussion.

And while there are still voices saying a referendum is needed,
it is becoming increasingly apparent that it would be unfair to
ask Canadians to vote on something they have not had the
chance to experience. Why not let the all-party committee do its
job, and let Prime Minister Justin Trudeau keep his promise?

Then let’s give the new system a good test drive before we have
the opportunity to ratify it as part of the 2027 general election. 

We’ve been studying alternative voting systems since 1921.
It’s time to give it a whirl. 

It was the minister’s first town hall with an MP from another
party and Monsef’s attentive demeanor gave many of us the
confidence that she really does seek a fairer, more inclusive
voting system for all Canadians. Seeing her in action up-close
underscored that this truly is an opportunity of a lifetime.

Getting Informed
The ERRE committee is setting out to tour the country. There
are over one hundred electoral reform events in September
alone and Maryam Monsef’s Dialogue Tour will take her to 21
communities from coast to coast to coast. 

The ERRE Committee will be in Victoria on September 27
so mark your calendar now, venue to be announced. 

Participating
Canadians who choose to submit a brief to the ERRE
Committee must meet the following criteria/conditions: only
one brief can be submitted per person and per organization; the
deadline for the submission of briefs is 11:59pm EST (8:59pm
PST) on Friday, October 7; briefs must not exceed 3,000 words
(including the summary page and footnotes); briefs that are
longer than 1,500 words must be accompanied by a summary;
and, it is recommended that within the brief the author present
a list of recommendations and their relationship with the
principles set out in the motion adopted by the House of
Commons on Tuesday, June 7, 2016, outlining the mandate of
the Committee.

You can also request to appear before the committee up until
October 7, and you can fill in an online survey by the same date.
Visit: www.parl.gc.ca/Committees/en/ERRE to learn more
about these opportunities. 0
Thomas Teuwen lives in Sidney. He is the coordinator for MP
May’s Electoral District Association and is also working across
the country with the Green Party to build citizen engagement
during the period between elections using social media and
community gatherings. For more info on electoral reform visit:
www.sgigreenparty.ca/electoral_reform. 
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Electoral reform front and centre - Thomas Teuwens


