
Thefederal Liberal government has unveiled
a $1.5 billion plan to protect Canada’s
coastline from oil spills, but critics are

worried that the plan leaves the door open for the
Kinder Morgan expansion project.
The Ocean Protection Plan was announced at a

press conference in Stanley Park on November 7.
Prime Minister Trudeau said it would give Canada
‘one of the best marine safety and emergency
preparation systems in the world.’ 
The plan includes increases to the presence of the

Canadian Coast Guard on the coast, as well as
increases to their towing capacity; better monitoring
of marine traffic; the creation of a new fund to
finance coastal habitat restoration; partnerships
with First Nations to co-manage coastal protection
programs; and, ‘investing in oil spill cleanup
research and methods’. 

Kinder Morgan Expansion
However, many environmental organizations are
saying that while any improvements are welcomed,
tankers must still be stopped from making the
hazarderous journey along BC’s coast.
‘We welcome today’s announcement of improved

spill response, but it doesn't make coastal
communities any safer from the risks posed by a
700% increase in tankers carrying diluted bitumen
in southern BC waters,’ said campaigns director of
the Sierra Club BC, Caitlyn Vernon.
A 700% increase in tanker traffic is what the

Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion project is
estimated to create. The $6.8 billion pipeline
twinning would triple the bitumen-carrying
capacity of Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain

pipeline, and increase the number of tankers leaving
the Port of Vancouver from 60 per year to over 400
per year. A government decision on the project is
due by late December of this year.
Environmental groups such as the Dogwood

Initiative, Living Oceans, the Sierra Club and the
Wilderness Committee sent out statements of their
continued opposition to the Kinder Morgan
proposal in the wake of the Ocean Protection Plan
announcement. 
The Council of Canadians also weighed in on the

discussion, saying in a statement that they are
‘concerned that this will be used as an excuse to
approve the Kinder Morgan pipeline and the
increased tanker traffic that goes with it.’
The shipping industry considers 10-15% recovery

of spilled oil a success, which still leaves 85-90% of
oil from a tanker spill to pollute the BC coast’s fragile
ecosystems. 
The City of Vancouver has placed the likelihood

of an oil spill in the Burrard Inlet at 79-87% over 50
years should the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion
be approved.

North Coast Moratorium on
Tankers

The new plan does not include a moratorium on
tanker traffic on the North Coast, a promise that was
written into Trudeau’s mandate letter to the Minister
of Transportation. However, Trudeau, asked about
the lack of any mention of a ban, said there would be
more to say on the topic in coming weeks.
The federal Minister of Transportation, Marc

Garneau, also said in an interview with the CBC that
a moratorium on crude oil tanker traffic off of BC’s

Reprint from Volume 28 Number 23                                                    November 17, 2016
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd. This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.
‘This article was published (November 17, 2016) in ‘Island Tides’, an independent, regional newspaper distributing 

on the Canadian Gulf Islands, on Vancouver Island and, via the internet, worldwide.’
Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 1-250-216-2267 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

‘Ocean Protection Plan’ announced - Natalie Dunsmuir



north coast is coming soon. Garneau said the ban
would come by the end of 2016.
A tanker ban on BC’s north coast would not, in

any case, hinder the Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion project, which proposes to ship oil from
Vancouver’s Burrard Inlet. 0
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