
S
olar Colwood is an initiative of the city of Colwood that is
working to reduce energy consumption and begin the shift
towards green power. Funded and made possible in part

by an investment from the Government of Canada’s Clean
Energy Fund, Solar Colwood has been providing expert advice
and incentives regarding solar technology to Colwood homes
and businesses since 2011. Their goal is to have 1,000 Colwood
residents take steps towards energy efficiency and reduction. 

So far, the organization has come nearly halfway towards its
objective. Over 400 homes have begun the process of producing
sustainable energy. The City of Colwood has also installed solar
technology on the Fire Station and added six public electric
vehicle charging stations  to the town. Recently, an 100% electric
truck was added to the city’s fleet.  

Frank Gale, a homeowner who installed a solar hotwater
system and a ductless heatpump three years ago, says his system
has never had an issue yet and is helping to reduce his energy
bills. His gas bill for last month was only $8 compared to the
usual $60. A utility bill analysis performed by Royal Roads
University highlighted these results by showing that households
that were involved in Solar Colwood were saving an average of
44% on their energy bills. 

There are many different forms of sustainable technology
and many ways to get involved in Solar Colwood. Tools such as
free energy and water-saving kits are offered by the organization.
Inexpensive home assessments provide access to provincial
incentives for energy-saving upgrades such as water-heating
insulation, windows, and dwelling heating. 

Homeowners and businesses are provided with up to a third
of the cost off  solar hotwater systems, $500 off ductless heat
pumps and up to $4,000 on solar photovoltaic systems when
combined with an electric-car charging station. 

As energy costs from utilities are going up, sunshine remains
free. Solar hotwater systems can lower hot water costs by over
40% and have a life expectancy of around 25 years. 

Ductless heat pumps, which are upgrades from the
traditional electric baseboard, can reduce energy use by 25-50%. 

Electric cars combined with solar installations allow drivers
to get where they are going on the power of the sun alone. When
compared to paying for gasoline for your car, which is
consistantly becoming more expensive, buying an electric car
and running it on solar panels can actually save money in the
long run, as well as reduce emissions. 

Solar CRD
Thanks to collaboration between the City of Colwood and the
Capital Regional District, the Solar CRD program is providing
incentives for solar hotwater systems for homes and businesses
across the CRD. There are still approximately 75 incentives left
for solar hotwater systems, and the incentives will be available
until March 31 next year. 

Home Tour September 20
Solar Colwood is also offering a free solar home tour on
September 20. The tour is an opportunity to see solar technology
at work first hand and to learn from experienced homeowners,
Royal Roads University researchers, and Solar Colwood
representatives. The event will also be a chance to talk to Victoria
LEAF club members about the affordability of electric vehicles,
and to learn about Solar CRD. 

Gabriola, Pender, and Salt Spring Islands are also making
community moves to get with the sun, watch for more news.
For more info about Solar Colwood go to
www.solarcolwood.ca
For more info about Solar CRD visit www.crd.bc.ca/solar 0
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