
The first major solar electricity project on Pender Island
will get underway in March, thanks to a generous grant
of $20,719 from the Nu-to-Yu thrift shop. The Nu-to-Yu

has demonstrated tremendous leadership and vision by
supporting this pioneering clean energy project. A financial
contribution has also been requested from the Capital Region
District. Thirty-nine photovoltaic panels will be placed on the
roof of the main building at the Pender Island Recycling Depot,
making the system approximately 10 kilowatts.
The project is intended to be a demonstration project for our

community, where residents can inspect, view, and monitor a
real-life solar PV installation. It will also provide the opportunity
to train a local crew to install systems in the future. 
This is the first project undertaken by a new organization

called Pender Solar Initiative 2020 (PSI 2020), whose goal is to
install solar PV systems on the roof of every suitable public
building on Pender by 2020. This could potentially include the
school, library, medical clinic, and a fire hall. These high-profile
locations are intended to demonstrate to residents that solar is
not only environmentally friendly but also a cost-effective option
for local electricity generation.
PSI 2020 is partnering with GabEnergy, an organization on

Gabriola Island that helps local individuals and organizations
explore, plan, and install clean energy systems. GabEnergy’s
assistance has been vital in moving the Recycling Depot project
forward quickly and at a very low cost.
After many false starts over the past four decades, it appears

that the solar era has arrived in earnest. Thanks to dramatic
price drops and growing concern about climate change, solar
power has been growing exponentially. Globally, installed solar
capacity has been rising 50% per year since 2006, slowing down
only slightly during the recession. In 2003, Canada had 12
megawatts (MW) of installed solar PV capacity. By 2013, that
number had leapt to 1200 MW, one hundred times higher. In
sunny Australia the number of solar PV systems jumped from
just 8,000 in 2008 to over one million today. In the US, a home
or business switches to solar powered electricity every four
minutes. 
It surprises many people to learn that the Southern Gulf

Islands receive as much sunshine annually as Germany, one of
the world leaders in generating solar electricity. Solar has a
central role to play in the global shift away from dirty, climate-
disrupting fossil fuels to clean, renewable energy. It is exciting
for Pender to be joining this green transformation. 0
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