
This year’s BC budget is, in the main, a budget that gives to the
rich through tax cuts, and takes away from everyone else
through increases in fees.

The top 2% of income earners receive a tax break, which will
cost the province $230 million. A millionaire will have $17,000
extra a year to play with. And yet most people will see no relief.
Instead they are faced with ever increasing hydro bills (another
6% planned for this year), with never-ending ferry fare hikes
(another 4% planned for this year), and with MSP fees that are
going up again.

In my response to the budget I questioned why BC continues
to charge MSP to pay for our healthcare. The flat tax, which costs
the same whether you earn $50,000 or $150,000, brings in
more than $2 billion a year to the public coffers and is one of
the main sources of revenue for the BC government. No wonder
it does not want to do what other provinces have done for years
and roll MSP into the progressive income tax structure.

Student fees will also bring in more than $1.3 billion. This is
an extraordinary amount. Students are struggling to pay for an
education. To add to their difficulties, BC is the only province
without a grant system to assist students.

I once again questioned the increased funding to private
education. It is wrong that parents have to fundraise at public
schools for textbooks or equipment while public money goes
into elite, private schools. If a parent wants to opt out of public
education for their children, that is their right. But they should
not then expect public money to subsidize the private education
at Shawnigan Lake, St Georges or Glenlyon Norfolk. Yet this
budget saw a 33% increase in money going to these private
establishments. 

There was no mention in the budget of the Premier’s
prosperity fund, no talk now of getting rid of the PST. The
concept of a debt-free BC seems to have evaporated like a gas.
But that is because the liquefied natural gas pipe dream on
which it was all built has proven to be a fantasy.

The BC Liberals described this as being a budget with a
surplus. However, when you have child poverty, an
overburdened education system, seniors without proper care,
crumbling infrastructure and citizens struggling to get by, you
have a deficit not a surplus. A government’s first priority is to
ensure all people’s well-being and security. 0
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