
BC’slong awaited Climate Leadership Plan was released on
a Friday afternoon in late August. The 52-page plan was
at once met with criticism from environmental groups,

policy experts and some politicians. They say the plan doesn’t
include enough solid action and ignores key recommendations
that were made by BC’s Climate Leadership Team. 

‘Under the Climate Leadership Plan released today, carbon
pollution will not start to significantly decline for almost 15 years
—assuming all the reductions in the plan come to fruition,’ said
Josha MacNab, the BC director of the Pembina Institute. ‘This
falls far short of the level of ambition needed to reach BC’s 2050
target and leaves the hard work for a later day.’
The Details: Targets and Deadlines

The bulk of the Climate Plan focuses on the individual areas of
natural gas, transportation, forestry and agriculture, industry
and utilities, communities and built environment, and public
sector leadership. 

However, the beginning of the plan also stresses BC’s new
goals for overall greenhouse gas emission reduction. The BC
government has adopted the Climate Leadership Team’s
recommended target of 80% GHG reductions below 2007 levels
by 2050, but they have not set a new 2030 target. The Climate
Team recommended one of 40% GHG reductions over 2007 for
2030.

According to Merran Smith of Clean Energy Canada, BC’s
Climate Plan leaves little chance of meeting the new target set
out by the government. The plan, she says, is not backed up by
enough details. 

‘More than half of the carbon pollution reductions
government says this plan will achieve would come from
measures that aren’t backed up by either the dollars or the
regulations,’ Smith says in an article titled Three Big Questions
about British Columbia’s Climate Plan. ‘There are some good
ideas in BC’s plan, but to be a climate leader these ideas must
be backed up by regulations and committed spending and the
other policy tools the Climate Leadership Team
recommended—like the carbon tax. Otherwise, they may look
good on paper but they won’t achieve the necessary results.
BC’s Carbon Tax To Remain Frozen

One of the key recommendations the BC Climate Leadership
Team made was an increase to BC’s carbon tax. Currently,

pollutors are charged $30 per tonne of greenhouse gas
emissions created. That number has been frozen since 2012, and
the leadership team recommended an increase of $10 per tonne,
per year. Each increase they said, was to be accompanied by a
1% decrease in the provincial sales tax in order to keep things
revenue neutral. 

The newly released plan only contains a few mentions of the
carbon tax, and no promises to increase it. The tax will remain
frozen. 

‘A key area that we know will require further action is carbon
pricing,’ the plan reads at one point, ‘Our carbon tax already
leads the country—now we must work with our provincial and
federal partners to develop a carbon pricing model that works
for all. It is a complex issue that will require extensive
coordination to ensure that it is effective.’

And at another point in the plan, it says that ‘We support the
adoption of BC’s price on carbon as a national benchmark, and
increasing that price together in an effective and affordable way,
once others catch up.’

It is not clear what exactly is meant by ‘once others catch up’,
nor are there any numbers to accompany this statement. 

Natural Gas Plans Are In Detail
A recurring theme throughout the Climate Plan is natural gas and,
more specifically, liquefied natural gas, or LNG. Natural gas is one
of the six areas the plan goes into with more detail. Reductions in
emissions will come from better technology to reduce methane
leaks during production and processing of natural gas. According
to the report, this will allow them to reduce 40% of methane
emissions from natural gas within five years. 

The province has also set a target of a 45% reduction of
fugitive and vented emissions from extraction and processing
infrastructure by 2025. However, this comes with a ‘midpoint
check in fall 2020 to determine progress towards this target,
establish what happens if the target is not attained by 2025, and
make adjustments if the target is not technically feasible.’ 

Another part of the plan is to increase and improve carbon
capture and storage technology, but there are very few details
as to how this will be done. 

The plan goes on to state ways of reducing the upstream effects
of the planned LNG terminals whose proposals are scattered
across BC. ‘Investing in infrastructure to power natural gas
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BC’s Climate Plan released, showcases LNG - Natalie Dunsmuir



projects with British Columbia’s clean electricity’ is one of the
province’s promises. This committment is backed up by several
‘electrification projects’, one of which relies heavily on the Site C
dam currently under construction in the Peace River Valley.

Full electrification of natural gas production and processing
would cut carbon emissions by 2.4 million tonnes, according to
the climate plan. However, it would also amount to the
government subsidizing the natural gas industry by investing
public money into infrastructure to power the plants.

Transportation
Mentions of natural gas are not at all restricted to the natural
gas section of the plan. The main transportation reductions
relate to replacing current transit fleets with vehicles that run
on natural gas. The plan includes BC Ferries’ three new
intermediate vessels currently being built in Poland, which will
run on natural gas, and also mentions the creation of incentives
to allow commercial fleets to convert to natural gas. No details
of these incentives are provided. 

The plan also sets a goal of increasing BC’s Low Carbon Fuel
Standard to 15% (relative to 2010) by 2030. This is a change
from the old target of 10% by 2020—but it is still 5% less than
the target recommended by the Climate Leadership Team. 

One of the last committments in the transportation section is
‘reducing congestion’. The replacement of the George Massey
Tunnel is listed as a priority to reduce idling, despite the fact that
the mayors of Metro Vancouver have stated their opposition to
the province’s plan of replacing the tunnel with a 10-lane bridge. 

The Metro Vancouver Board released a report in June which
stated that the new bridge could cause ‘direct mortality and
disturbance of upland birds’, ‘habitat loss and direct mortality
of terrestrial wildlife’, ‘changes in fish habitat’ and ‘changes in
the levels of emissions of common air pollutants, toxic air
pollutants and greenhouse gases’ that could lead to ‘exposure to
harmful pollutants, as well as impacts in the regional airshed,
including smog and reduced visual air quality.’

The report listed environmental concerns as one of Metro
Vancouver’s main objections to the replacement of the tunnel,
saying that there was insufficient consideration to climate
change and air quality. 

Forestry and Agriculture
The majority of the forestry section of the Climate Plan is taken
up by explaining the usefulness of trees in storing carbon. The
province’s main plan in relation to forestry is to plant a lot of
trees—through their new Forest Carbon Initiative they plan to
‘rehabilitate up to 300,000 hectares’ of land impacted by pine
beetle or forest fires over the first half of the ten year project.
Note the use of the words ‘up to’ rather than ‘at least’. The plan
estimates that planting these trees will ‘reduce greenhouse gases
by up to [emphasis added] 11.7 million tonnes’.

In terms of plans to reduce emissions caused by agriculture,
the Climate Plan says that ‘a nutrient management program is

being developed to demonstrate best practices to reduce
fertilizer use’. This is expected to lead to an annual GHG
reduction of 100,000 tonnes. Few additional details are given. 

Industry and Utilities
One of the main priorities in this section of the plan is to increase
BC’s use of clean renewable energy from 98% to 100% by 2025,
while ‘allowing for the use of fossil fuels for reliability’. 

According to the plan, ‘Going forward, 100% of the supply of
electricity acquired by BC Hydro in British Columbia for the
integrated grid must be from clean or renewable sources, except
where concerns regarding reliability or costs must be addressed.’

So in other words, the 100% renewable energy rule is subject
to terms and conditions and is not as rock solid as it may at first
appear. 

The commitment to increase the number of vehicles fueled
by natural gas is also reiterated.
Communities and Built Environment
This section again demonstrates the overall main theme of the
Climate Plan: a lack of details or solid numbers. There will be
‘Increased efficiency requirements for gas fireplaces and air
source heat pumps, effective in 2018’ and ‘High-efficiency
technology requirements for natural gas space and water
heating equipment, effective in 2020 and 2025 respectively.’
However, no numbers or details as to what these requirements
will be are included in the plan. Increases in energy
requirements in the BC Building Code are also mentioned, but
no specifics are given. 

This section of the Climate Plan also includes a committment
to update the Climate Action Charter to ‘align provincial and
community goals’. The charter will be ‘refreshed’ this year, but
few details are given. All that is said is that the plan will work to
‘maintain momentum at the community level through policies,
programs and regulations that will: focus growth near major
transit corridors for large urban communities; increase the use
of decision support tools that provide the information needed
to create more resilient green infrastructure; and strengthen the
ability of communities to adapt to the impacts of climate
change.’ How any of this is to be done is not mentioned.

The province also promises to ‘create a strategy to turn waste
into resources’ by supporting pilot projects that ‘create
innovative uses for waste materials’, establishing ‘a food to waste
prevention target of 30% and increasing organics diverted from
landfills to 90%’ and creating a ‘waste-to-resource strategy’.
Again, no additional details are given.

Public Sector Leadership
The last section of the plan is public sector leadership. The
province is ‘developing policies’ to increase the use of low carbon,
renewable materials in public buildings, and is also ‘developing
guidelines for public sector operations to reduce emissions’. None
of these guidelines are listed, and no additional information is
given. 
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The province will also mandate the ‘creation of 10-year
emissions reduction and adaptation plans for provincial and
public sector operations’. 

Key Points
From all of the above information, several key themes and
points emerge. One: Natural gas such as LNG is heavily relied
upon to reduce emissions, both in transportation and industry. 

Two: The main—and one of the only—forestry strategies is
to plant a lot of trees, and even the numbers given here are made
vague by the wording of the committment. 

Three: Details are often lacking and committments rarely go
into specifics. This has led many organizations to conclude that
very few of the promises outlined in the plan will actually come
to fruition. As Karen Mahon, the national director of
environmental organization Stand (formerly ForestEthics), said
in a statement, ‘While the plan claims to create a decrease in

emissions, the actual policies outlined will likely lead to an
increase in CO2 emissions over the next decade.’

According to Merran Smith in her article in Clean Energy
Canada, ‘Years of experience and evidence makes it clear that
the only promises in this plan we can really bank on to cut
carbon pollution are the ones backed by new or stronger
regulations, carbon pricing or spending commitments that are
implemented soon. Right now, very few of the reductions are
bankable, but we hope that changes over time.’

Above is a chart by Clean Energy Canada that shows the
contrast between the goverment’s 2050 target, the emission
reductions that we can expect if every committment in the plan
is followed, and BC’s ‘likely emissions’ based on business-as-
usual projections. 

To read the Climate Plan, go to www.climate.gov.bc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/sites/13/2016/06/4030_CLP_Booklet_web.
pdf.0
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