
Currently, Victoria’s sewer and wastewater is discharged
into the Juan de Fuca Strait with very little treatment
beforehand—but that could soon change.

A new report by the Core Area Wastewater Treatment
Project Board has brought the Capital Regional District one step
closer to meeting the federal government’s 2012 requirement
for all ‘high-risk’ Canadian cities to provide secondary sewage
treatment by 2020. The report includes a comprehensive plan
for providing sewege treatment in the area. 

Current Treatment
Currently, Victoria is one of only a few remaining Canadian cities
that discharges raw sewage. It is estimated that the city pumps
around 130 million litres of raw sewage daily into the Strait of
Juan de Fuca. The only treatment Victoria’s wastewater and
sewage receives is screening to remove rocks, sand, gravel,
plastic and other large particles. Then, the sewage is discharged
through two deep ocean outfalls into marine waters. 
Victoria’s sewage treatment—or lack thereof—has become a

serious irritant to Washington State, which has to deal with the
waters of the Juan de Fuca just as much as BC does. The state
has been pushing Victoria to develope sewage treatment for
decades. In 2014, Washington governor Jay Inslee sent a letter
to Premier  Christy Clark demanding that local governments
step up on previous committments to treat sewage. Years before
that, Washington supported BC’s bid for the 2010 Winter
Olympics partially because BC had promised that Victoria would
commit to sewage treatment. And in 1993, Washington called
for a tourism boycott to Victoria in an attempt to force the city
into treating its sewage. 

The New Plan
The Core Area Wastewater Treatment Project Board has
recommended several new infrastructure projects to treat
sewage. The plan includes a single 108 megalitre per day plant
for tertiary treatment—involving filtering with membrane filters

or UV systems—at McLoughlin Point in Esquimalt. This plant
would be operated by the CRD and built to be in operation on
December 31, 202o—the last possible day in order to comply
with the federal requirements.
The plan also includes the construction of a laydown area for

the plant at Rock Bay in Victoria, which would enable the CRD
to barge materials. The land would be under lease from the
Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations. 
There would also be upgrades made to the collection of

wastewater and sewage, which would include improvements to
the building and surroundings of the Macaulay Point pump
station in Esquimalt. 
A conveyance system would also be built to take residual

solids by pipe to the Hartland landfill in Saanich, and a plant to
treat these solids would be constructed at Hartland.
The plan also includes a recommendation to commit to

advanced studies for wastewater treatment in Colwood. Up to
$2 million is required to complete technical studies there.

Cost of the Plan
The capital cost of the recommended plan has been estimated
at $765 million, which is less expensive by $15 million than a
2014 plan that was rejected by the municipality of Esquimalt.
Provincial and federal governments have committed to

helping local municiplalities with two-thirds of the costs, but
only if the treatment project has a completetion timeline before
2020. This latest plan for sewage treatment could be the last
chance for local governments to secure provincial and federal
funding before they run out of time. 
Even with funding from higher levels of government, the

CRD has reported that the cost per household ranges from
around $146 per year in Colwood, to $344 per year in
households in Oak Bay. 
The plan still needs to be approved, and funding by the

provincial and federal governments confirmed. That’s expected
to happen by September 30. 0
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