
W
ith more than 2,500 submissions, the public
comment period for the the proposed Raven
Coal Mine project on Vancouver Island set a

new benchmark for public participation when it ended,
June 27. The comments, overwhelmingly in opposition to
the mine, are another demonstration of the public
rejection of this project.

‘To the best of our knowledge, only three times before
has there been this level of public opposition during a
provincial environmental assessment process—with the
Bute Inlet Hydro project, the Glacier Howser Power
Project, and the Lodgepole Coal Mine—and all three of
those projects are dead in the water,’ said Tria Donaldson

of the Wilderness Committee. The Glacier Howser Private
Power Project, which was the previous benchmark, had
1,100 comments posted.

CoalWatch Comox Valley says it’s time to put the
brakes on the whole process. ‘We’re calling on MPs John
Duncan and James Lunney, and MLA Don McCrae, to
listen to their constituents and speak out for an
independent expert review panel with full public hearings,’
said CoalWatch President John Snyder. ‘The risks of a coal
mine are simply too great.’ 0
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