
Taseko Mines has made a new application to the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) for approval of
its proposed ‘New Prosperity’ copper and gold mine at Fish
Lake, BC, and the CEAA has agreed to hear the new
application.

This will be the company’s second such application; the
first was rejected by the federal government after what was
described as a ‘scathing’ report by a Federal Environmental
Review Panel.

Taseko’s first proposal anticipated the use of Fish Lake,
known to the local Tsilhqot’in and Secwepemc First Nations
as Teztan Biny, as a tailings pond. Taseko had claimed that
the mine would not be economic unless the lake was used in
this way, and that ‘the lake and the deposit sit side-by-side.
It is not possible to have one without the loss of the other’
(Brian Battison, Taseko VP of Corporate Affairs, March 22,
2010, to the first Review Panel).

The Review panel rejected the proposal on the basis of
the significant environmental damage that would result, and
also the significance of the lake, its watershed, and the
surrounding territory (all of which would be impacted by
the mine and its facilities) to the local First Nations. Taseko’s

proposals for ‘mitigation’ of the environmental damage were
rejected as inadequate; the project was opposed by the
federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

Taseko’s ‘New Prosperity’ scheme proposes that a
second, smaller upstream lake could now be used as a
tailings pond, thus sparing Fish Lake from direct tailings
dumping. The $300 million additional cost, says the
company, could be absorbed because the price of gold has
risen significantly since the original proposal was put
forward.

The First Nations claims on the territory do not seem to
have been specifically addressed in the new proposal.

The consideration of this second application sets a new
precedent for the CEAA, not only because it is a ‘retry’, but
also because a substantial number of applications have been
rejected because of First Nations concerns.

Both the original proposal, and the latest one, were
approved and supported by the BC provincial government,
on the basis that the economic and employment benefits of
the mine outweighed any environmental damage or First
Nations concerns. 0
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