
This is the message in a letter sent by the Islands Trust and

Washington State’s San Juan County to the Canadian and

US governments requesting action on the prevention of

and response to oil spills in the transboundary waters that

surround the Gulf Islands and the San Juan Islands. 

Currently, contact between the two nations takes the

form of a Co-operative Vessel Traffic Service agreement

covering Puget Sound, the Strait of Georgia, Haro Strait,

Rosario Strait, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

The letter proposes building on that agreement, and on

US legislation in 2010 that places special emphasis on

reviewing with Canada: tug escorts for oil tankers,

emergency towing, and spill response. It urges that the

two Coast Guards place ‘top priority’ on addressing these

issues in 2011/2012.

The letter points out that, in 2009, there were over

10,000 transits by large cargo and tank vessels in these

waters. This includes 607 tankers entering the Strait of

Juan de Fuca bound for Washington ports or refineries,

204 tankers entering the strait bound for Canadian ports,

and 3,569 tank barge transits in Puget Sound, not to

mention large numbers of ferry transits on both sides of

the border.

The Islands Trust letter refers to a number of recent

reports, indicating that the Canadian Coast Guard is ill-

prepared to respond to oil spills; and also that new US

Coast Guard regulations for maritime salvage and

firefighting for oil tankers came into effect in January,

2010.

The Islands Trust includes 23 major islands and more

than 450 smaller islands; San Juan County includes 172

named islands and over 408 miles of shoreline in Puget

Sound. 

The two local government bodies signed a Transborder

Agreement in 2007, to work together on common issues.

Both have made oil spill risks, and maritime safety, areas

of emphasis in 2011.

Besides the senior governments, the December letter

was also sent to Members of Parliament, Senators,

Reprentatives, First Nations on both sides of the border,

shipping and maritime organizations, BC municipal

associations, and environmental organizations. 0
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