
Organizations working to protect BC’s coast from the
threat of oil supertankers are congratulating delegates
from BC municipalities—who passed a resolution against
proposed oil tanker projects for BC’s north coast at the
UBCM Convention in Whistler on October 1.

‘BC’s local governments have spoken clearly that we
need to protect our coastal communities, economies, and
ecosystems from oil industry proposals that would bring
hundreds of supertankers every year to the coast of the
Great Bear Rainforest,’ says Jennifer Lash, Executive
Director of Living Oceans Society. ‘In addition, municipal
delegates are pointing directly at the federal government
to end the debate once and for all with a legislated ban on
north coast oil tankers.’ (See maps, right, for tanker ban
area and tanker routes.)

According to the BC Seafood Alliance, BC’s coast
employs 56,000 people in the seafood and tourism
industries. The Exxon Valdez spill in 1989, and the recent
Gulf Coast spill show that a single accident can destroy or
seriously impair entire coastal industries.

On October 15, the Green Party of Canada renewed its
call for a legislated ban on oil tankers along the entire BC
coast.

‘When, on June 21, Michael Ignatieff made a
commitment to legislate a ban on north coast oil tankers,
it created a crystal clear political landscape in BC on this
issue,’ says Eric Swanson, ‘No Tankers’ director for
Dogwood Initiative, ‘Local MPs like Ujjal Dosanjh, Don
Davies, Joyce Murray, Fin Donnelly, Hedy Fry and Keith
Martin, and the rest of the BC Liberal and NDP caucuses
have been standing up for British Columbia’s coast.
Unfortunately, many grassroots Conservative supporters,
who, polling shows, are just as likely to support a tanker
ban as anybody else, are apparently not being represented
by Stephen Harper or local Conservative MPs.’

‘Polling shows 80% of British Columbians oppose oil
tanker traffic on the north coast,’ says Celine Trojand, an
organizer for Dogwood Initiative who attended the UBCM
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Convention. ‘We’re ecstatic about the UBCM vote, and we
hope that in the next federal election British Columbians
will place their vote for candidates and parties that have
committed to protect our coast with a legislated ban.’

The following resolutions were passed: 
B139 Bulk Crude Oil Tanker Traffic (as

amended): Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM be opposed

to any expansion of bulk crude oil tanker traffic in Dixon

Entrance, Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound in British

Columbia;

And be it further resolved that the UBCM petition the federal

government to establish a legislated ban on bulk crude oil tanker

traffic through Dixon Entrance, Hecate Strait and Queen

Charlotte Sound in British Columbia

B140 Tar Sands Oil: Therefore be it resolved that the

UBCM oppose tar sands oil being shipped in pipelines across

northern BC for loading onto crude oil tankers. 0

Ed's Note: for an article on the expansion of southern
tankers traffic from Burnaby past the Southern Gulf
Islands and Saanich see our next edition.
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