
Federal Minister of Natural Resources Joe Oliver
announced in November that the National Energy Board
and Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency will
conduct a Joint Review panel regarding Kinder Morgan’s
proposal to twin its Trans Mountain pipeline (TMX) from
Alberta to Burnaby. 

The review will be the same type as for the proposed
Northern Gateway pipeline from Alberta to Kitimat. Both
pipelines propose the transport of diluted bitumen to west
coast ports for tanker loading to Asia.

According to NDP MP Kennedy Stewart, the new TMX
line, following the existing right-of-way, could carry up to
700,000 barrels of oil per day across 15 First Nations
reserves and 28 traditional First Nations territories in BC.
The use of an existing right-of-way simplifies the permitting
process, but it appears that the involvement of Parks
Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Transport Canada,
Environment Canada, and the BC Ministry of Environment
will still be necessary, as well as First Nations, public interest
groups and the broad public. 

Considering the Whole Picture
The Joint Review deals with the new pipeline only, and does
not consider the environmental impact of additional, larger
tankers travelling through BC coastal waters. It has been
suggested that, with further dredging of Second Narrows,
‘Suezmax’ tankers carrying one million barrels of diluted

bitumen could be used.
Several groups have expressed alarm about the possible

impacts of an oil spill in Vancouver Harbour, Georgia Strait,
Haro Strait and the Southern Gulf Islands. A recent review
by the federal Auditor General of oil spill response along the
southern tanker route found it insufficient. Many feel that
the hazards of the export shipping route are not well
understood and should also be thoroughly considered by
the joint review panel.

Ironically, on December 1 the National Energy Board
announced approval for Burrard Inlet tanker traffic to
increase by 25,000 barrels a day. The announcement
coincided with the one-year anniversary of the Save the

Fraser Declaration to ban tar sands oil exports through
First Nations lands and coastal waters, now signed by 130
indigenous bands.

The Islands Trust expressed frustration with the
approval, having written to NEB for increased consultation
on the application. ‘We also asked that any approval include
conditions that allow regulators to impose limits on the
amounts and types of petroleum products shipped,’ said
Sheila Malcolmson, Chair of the Islands Trust Council. 

The National Energy Board has denied the Trust’s
request to extend the deadline for public input and have
public hearings in coastal communities. 0
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