
The three-person National Energy Board panel that is
hearing testimony on the proposed Northern Gateway
pipeline cut short its hearings in Bella Bella on April 2
following demonstrations by local members of the Heiltsuk
First Nation. The cancellation was because of ‘security
concerns’, the panel said, but the Heiltsuk described the
greeting as ‘respectful and peaceful’.

The panel refused the Heiltsuk’s invitation to a feast,
shocking the community by this lapse in respect. Some high
school students in the community started a 48-hour hunger
strike to protest the pipeline proposal.

The Nuxalk First Nation, in neighbouring Bella Coola,
announced later that they would not appear before the
panel, saying that the federal government’s decision to
retroactively limit the length of the hearings indicated that
the government had already made a decision to approve

the project, and by implication, oil tanker travel on the BC
coast.

Eventually, the panel started hearings at midday on
April 3, one and a half days late. It heard Heiltsuk members
tell of 40- and 50-foot seas, and express concern about the
safety of tanker travel in the area. 

The hearings schedule moved to Klemtu on April 13 and
next to Smithers, Terrace, and Prince Rupert, then on to
Old Massett and Skidegate on Haida Gwaii. 

Hearings return to the mid-coast at the end of June, with
Kitamaat Village on June 25-27, and Hartley Bay on June
29. 

The NEB has subsequently rescheduled hearings for
Bella Bella on July 26-28, and will schedule a further date
for Bella Coola. 0
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