
Frank Wolf and Todd McGowan spent most
of the summer of 2010 following the GPS
track of Enbridge’s proposed Northern
Gateway pipeline from Alberta’s tar sands
out to tidewater on the BC coast. 
Their film, On The Line, shows what an

inspired and crazy thing this was to do—and
what a crazy place this is to build and maintain a pipeline,
which is the message they set out to convey. For the
audience, it’s 68 minutes of relief that we didn’t have to
make the same journey.  
They started in Fort McMurray, the heart of the tar sands,

and ended up at Hartley Bay, the gateway to BC’s Inside
Passage, covering 2,400 kilometres, 1,170 of which was the
proposed pipeline route. They began on bicycles, giving
them away as they approached the BC-Alberta border. Then
it was walking and bushwacking to the middle of BC, where
they picked up another couple of bicycles until they could
start down the rivers to the coast on inflatable rafts. At the
coast, they switched to kayaks for the last part of the journey.

There’s lots of scenery–some stupendous and some
rather nasty and close-up. There are plants and insects you’d
rather not meet, especially devil’s club. There’s lots of
weather, most of it up close and personal. And there are,
surprisingly, lots of people they met along the way: some for,
and most against the pipeline proposal, but all uncertain as
to what happens next.
You can see why they build pipelines in Alberta–the land

is flat and goes forever. You can also see why there are only
three North American oil pipelines over the Rocky
Mountains: the 50-year-old Trans Mountain, and two small
ones near the Mexican border. Enbridge plans to drill two
holes right through a very substantial mountain. Frank and
Todd had to hike around it.
This may sound heavy going, but the film’s message

comes with a leavening of humour and is thoroughly
entertaining. It is beautifully made, fast-paced and packed
with things you didn’t know. Most of us have never seen this
proposed pipeline route; this will help make up our minds.
See it when you get the chance. (On Pender Island June 20,
see ‘What’s On?’, page 6 for details.) 0
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