
As communities around BC rally to oppose Enbridge’s proposed
Northern Gateway Pipeline, residents on the south coast are
becoming increasingly concerned about Kinder Morgan’s
proposal to double the capacity of its 59-year-old Trans
Mountain Pipeline that terminates in Burnaby (see also related
article, to the right).
Tsleil-Waututh Nation has publicly opposed the expansion of

the Trans Mountain Pipeline, the terminus of which is on Tsleil-
Waututh territory on the south shore of Burrard Inlet in
Burnaby. Vancouver was the first municipality to formally
oppose the project. Although city council does not have legal
power to stop the Trans Mountain expansion, it is raising
awareness of the risk of spills from both the pipeline and
associated oil tankers. Vancouver City Councillor Adriane Carr,
who tabled one of the first motions on the issue, shared her
concerns about the project with Island Tides.
It was several years ago when Carr first heard about Kinder

Morgan’s plan to twin its existing 1,150-km pipeline from
Alberta to the BC coast. The expansion was part of Kinder
Morgan’s original plans when it acquired the pipeline in 2005,
but there was no public consultation. As people started to hear
about this, rallies were held to call for greater transparency. ‘It
was happening by stealth,’ said Carr. 
Gateway is not the only project, Carr reminds. ‘My worry is

that if there’s too great a focus on just saying ‘no’ to Northern
Gateway, that Kinder Morgan will slip in as the default option,’
explained Carr. She continued to attend rallies and raise
awareness, and brought a banner to Ottawa on behalf of Tanker
Free BC, the Wilderness Committee and the No Tanks Coalition. 
In May 2011, Carr ran as Green Party of Canada candidate in

Vancouver Centre, receiving half as many votes as the elected
Liberal MP, Hedy Fry, and trailing the NDP and Conservative
candidates by just 10%. Last November, Carr was elected to
Vancouver City Council. 
Action on Kinder Morgan’s pipeline proposal continued. In

May this year, Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson and and
Council passed a motion expressing the city’s ‘strenuous’
opposition to any increase in oil tanker traffic through Vancouver,
or measures that lead to increased oil tanker traffic, citing an
‘unacceptable and unmitigated risk to Vancouver’s economy and

environment.’ The motion also set a precedent for Vancouver to
hold its own public hearings on the project if the National Energy
Board (NEB) does not.

Equivalency Agreement
Two months later, another motion passed, initiated by Carr and
seconded by Councillor Andrea Reimer. In it, Council agreed to
request an independent provincial assessment of Kinder
Morgan’s proposal. Only three of ten councillors opposed the
motion. This assessment could be achieved, she says, by not
listing the Kinder Morgan project in the Environmental
Assessment Equivalency Agreement (EA) that the BC
government signed with the National Energy Board in 2010. 
The Northern Gateway Pipeline is currently included in the

EA, which, in the name of ‘efficiency’, signs away BC’s right to do
its own environmental assessment on Northern Gateway and
other projects. With the recent changes to the federal
environmental assessment process, Carr says it is ‘really
irresponsible’ for BC to abrogate that responsibility. 
‘How could we assume that these processes are equivalent

to any decent standard?’ she asks. ‘Now more than ever, we need
to get out of these equivalency agreements.’
Vancouver Council sent a letter to the BC government this

August, requesting that the Province retain its right to conduct
an environmental assessment of the Kinder Morgan Pipeline
and oil export expansion project, by not listing this project in the
EA. A copy of the letter was also sent to the NEB, Kinder Morgan,
Vancouver MLAs and MPs, Port Metro Vancouver, Metro
Vancouver and member municipalities. 
In August, BC NDP Leader Adrian Dix announced that if his

government is elected, it will withdraw from the federal
government’s Gateway review process and set up a ‘made in BC’
environmental assessment to ‘ensure the province’s interests
are protected.’
Carr is counseling citizens to commit to an oil tanker-free

coast. ‘It’s not just those two projects,’ she says. ‘Either we are
committed as people, as a country, to tackling climate change, or
we are not.  We cannot be complicit in adding to the greenhouse
gas emissions of the planet as a whole, and that includes
shipping tarsands oil out of this country,’ she concluded.
Burning the product in China is just as bad as burning it at
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home. ‘We need to put our full energy into finding alternatives,’
suggests Carr. ‘They exist, we just need to focus on them and
put our investments there.’ 

The Subsidy Skew
For example, an infographic published by One Block Off The
Gridshows how Germany has 6,000% more solar capacity than
the United States, although the US has 3,900% more solar
potential than Germany. This was achieved through appropriate
subsidies. 
In the US, fossil fuel subsidies outnumber subsidies for

renewables by about 6:1. In 2009, the Canadian government
pledged to phase-out fossil fuel subsidies, but it is still providing
this profitable industry with about $1.4 billion/year of tax
dollars. 

Application & Consultation
Kinder Morgan plans its application to the NEB for the Trans
Mountain regulatory review for late 2013. 
In the meantime, Kinder Morgan’s website says it planned to

have ‘open and meaningful discussions’ with Aboriginal groups
and stakeholders including landowners, environmental
organizations, municipalities and citizens this spring and
summer. There has not yet been much discussion, if any, with
Vancouver or Burnaby communities, not to mention the Gulf
Islands. 
A spokesperson for Kinder Morgan told Island Tides that

public consultation is set to begin this fall, with exact dates and
locations yet to be determined. However, Kinder Morgan has
already secured binding 20-year contracts with shippers
interested in the additional oil to come from the pipeline. 
‘That came as a surprise to people,’ said Carr, ‘because its

previous plans were not in the public eye at all. The way they are
doing things is just so undemocratic, in my mind. First, they
assess if they’ll get customers. Then, when they have customers,
they guarantee them a certain rate on oil going through this
pipeline, for which they do not even have a proposal.’
Carr believes every community along the pipeline and tanker

route should be discussing this project at the local government
level, because spills are never confined to a small area. It would
only take 24 hours for tides to bring a spill from Vancouver to the
Gulf Islands or vice versa. She recommends that communities
ask Kinder Morgan and Enbridge to keep them updated on their
project proposals. ‘They should be responsible corporate
citizens,’ she concluded.
‘This is not just a Tsleil-Waututh issue or an aboriginal rights

issue,’ said Chief Justin George, Tsleil-Waututh Nation, at the
signing of the Save the Fraser Declaration in July. ‘This is an issue
that could impact everyone’s quality of life. Vancouver is one of the
most beautiful and livable cities in the world. For the community
as a whole, there is just too much at stake to allow such a project
to proceed.’ 0
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