
Energy giant Kinder Morgan has scheduled information
sessions for its Trans Mountain pipeline expansion project. The
proposal would see the company double the capacity of its
1150km pipeline to transport bitumen from Edmonton to
Burnaby. This would increase the number of large oil tankers
travelling the Salish Sea to over 300 per year. 

Tsleil-Waututh Nation, a Coast Salish community located
along the shores of Burrard Inlet in North Vancouver, is calling
on British Columbians to attend and respectfully voice their
concerns at the information sessions. These sessions, it says,
may be the only formal opportunity for residents to let the
company know what they think of its pipeline proposal.

‘It is crucial that residents attend these open houses. Unless
the public voices its concerns through this forum, their silence
may be deemed consent,’ says Chief Justin George, Tsleil-
Waututh Nation. ‘We call on all people to make their voices
heard.’

Meetings are planned for downtown Vancouver on
November 15, from 5-8pm at Harbour Centre, and at Aberthau
Mansion in West Point Grey on November 17, from 5-8pm.
Location, date and time are yet to be confirmed for early
December open houses in Victoria, Saanich and Nanaimo. 

Meetings were already held in many parts of Alberta and in
BC, including North Vancouver, Belcarra, West Vancouver,
Bowen Island and East Vancouver. 

The Georgia Strait Alliance let Island Tides know that
attendees will be asked to sign in upon arrival. ‘We are unclear
how your personal information will be used or your presence
counted in their reporting,’ states their press release, ‘But your
presence is needed. We want to make sure that the company
does not use these sessions to imply there is support for the
project when they formally apply to federal and provincial
agencies for approval in 2013.’

First Nation Not Consulted
While the forums may be the only mechanism for the general
public to officially voice their concerns, Tsleil-Waututh
announced it will not attend. As a sovereign government, the
Nation holds title and rights protected under the Canadian
Constitution. 

‘The government has a legal obligation to consult with First
Nations but there is currently no mechanism for that
consultation to take place,’ said Chief Justin George, Tsleil-
Waututh Nation. 

Tsleil-Waututh was also recently denied intervenor status in
the upcoming NEBCommercial Tolling Application hearing, the
first official government process to review the pipeline proposal.
The NEB alleges that it cannot maintain quasi-judicial
objectivity and engage with First Nations in consultation. They
rely upon project proponents, such as Kinder Morgan, to carry
out the Crown’s responsibility to share information, identify
impacts, and propose mitigation. 

This policy is contrary to relevant Supreme Court of Canada
decisions and relegates First Nations to the status of
stakeholders, as opposed to self-governing entities holding
constitutionally protected rights and titles, says the Tsleil-
Waututh Nation.

‘The NEB cannot delegate the government’s legal obligation
for consultation to Kinder Morgan,’ said Chief George. ‘If the
NEB cannot engage First Nations, then it is incumbent on the
Minister to establish a parallel process that will ensure that
direct input from First Nations is considered throughout the
NEBdecision-making process. 

‘This project is one of many energy projects in BC that have
the potential to impact aboriginal rights and titles. We need to
get the process of engagement right or each project will
encounter the same challenges.’

Tsleil-Waututh is opposed to Kinder Morgan’s proposed
pipeline project. The Nation has experienced the results of crude
oil handling and refining on Burrard Inlet for a number of
decades, and says the risks associated with the pipeline
expansion are too great to accept. 
For Trans Mountain meeting dates, venues, and times:
talk.transmountain.com/key_date/index/1. The Georgia Strait
Alliance will also have updates: www.georgiastrait.org. 0
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