
BC’s lone Green Party MLA, Andrew Weaver, is taking the
provincial energy policy debate to the public, something the
government and the official opposition seem unwilling to do. In
recent weeks he has spoken out on a number of fossil fuel topics.
BC currently faces potential expansion in the export of oil,

coal, and natural gas. Each ramp-up has prices to be paid: for
global climate change, and by the provincial environment, says
Weaver. 

The Kitimat Refinery
Weaver hit the headlines when he was reported to support
newspaper magnate David Black’s scheme to create a bitumen
refinery in Kitimat. What, in fact, Weaver was pointing out was
the economic and job losses from shipping unprocessed
resources abroad: ‘we should be providing increased value here
in Canada’. This was part of  David Black’s rationale for
proposing a refinery at Kitimat; another big reason is to make
dilbit shipments on the coast unnecessary; tanker spills of
refined products are easier to clean up. Weaver says that he sees
Black’s proposal as a compromise. The BC Green Party has also
made it clear that Weaver has not ‘endorsed’ any refinery, and
say that media reports overstated his position. Weaver describes
the BC Green Party as ‘trying to move us forward towards a
sustainable world—recognizing that we are not there now.’ 

Greenhouse Gases
BC is the conduit for Alberta’s tar sands bitumen and
Wyoming’s thermal coal, and has plans to ship LNG to China to
be used as a substitute fuel for coal-fired electricity generation. 
A major concern of MLA Weaver’s is the global climate

change effects of greenhouse gas emissions, both in BC and in
the target Asian markets where these fossil fuels will be used. 
He back up his concerns with figures. A 2012 study calculated

the global warming effect of developing Alberta’s tar sands, and
compared it to other fossil fuel sources. Burning the fuel from
the currently active tar sands development would produce
enough greenhouse gases to warm the world’s climate by
0.01ºC; burning the fuel from all the economically viable
tarsands would result in 0.03ºC warming; burning the fuel from
the entire Alberta tar sands resource would result in 0.36ºC
warming. For comparison, burning the world’s total
unconventional natural gas resource base would warm the
world’s climate by 2.86ºC, and burning all the world’s coal

would warm the world by 14.8ºC. (Humans are currently failing
to limit global warming to 2ºC).
Weaver’s position is that Canada should limit tar sands

production to two million barrels per day, and leave most of it
where it is. Land reclamation, he says, must be ramped up, and
royalties used to create the post-tarsands economy. He doesn’t
expect that the Keystone XL pipeline will be approved by US
President Obama, because it would mean that increasing
quantities of crude from the Bakken (Dakotas) and Eagle Ford
(Texas) fields would be displaced from US markets. 
Weaver continues that stopping the exporting of thermal coal

through BC ports could well do more to reduce greenhouse gas
production than selling LNG to Asia. He calculates that the
greenhouse gases from the production and liquefaction of
natural gas would make it impossible to meet the province’s
legislated greenhouse gas targets.

Pipelines
MLA Weaver’s other concern is about pipelines running
through BC. He says that the ‘Northern Gateway’ pipeline
proposal lacks a social license to proceed; First Nations impacted
by the pipeline route oppose it, and the ‘overwhelming majority’
of British Columbians are against it. He predicts ‘lasting
environmental degradation’ should a dilbit spill occur in the
northern BC wilderness, particularly near a stream or river (this
would describe most of the route). Recent federal government
studies have determined that chemical dispersants would be
ineffective in dealing with a dilbit spill, he says. 
As for the Trans Mountain pipeline, owner Kinder Morgan

is already pumping Alberta dilbit through the existing sixty-
year-old pipeline, and is proposing to add another parallel line
that would triple the system’s capacity. The line runs beside
several major rivers, including the Fraser. 
The dilbit is shipped out of the Westridge (Burnaby) terminal

in tankers. Last September, Weaver called for a moratorium on
dilbit shipments from Westridge. Weaver cites another study
which identifies the southern tip of Vancouver Island as a high
risk area for a spill.

Thermal Coal Exports
On February 17, 2014, in the BC Legislature, Weaver brought
forward this motion: that the Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia recognizes that climate change is one of the greatest
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issues facing our province and that this government's
commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions is
inconsistent with the current expansion of United States sourced
thermal coal exports coming through British Columbia
harbours, and therefore calls upon this government to follow
the lead of our Pacific Coast Action Plan Partners, Washington,
Oregon and California, and explore all means by which the
government may halt the expansion of thermal coal exports in
British Columbia.’
The motion was defeated by both the government and the

official opposition, 73 to 1, reportedly amid laughter.
Not so funny. 0
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