
On March 26 two leaders of the Unisto’ot’en Camp,
Freda Huson and Dini Ze Toghestiy, came to Galiano
Island to kick off the fundraising drive for the

Unist’ot’en Camp Healing
Centre. At a well attended
meeting at the Community Hall,
they talked of their close
connection to their land and of
the responsibility of all of us to
future generations. They
emphasized the unity of
grassroots Unist’ot’en people,
through their hereditary chiefs, to
stop pipeline construction and to
protect their land. They also
talked about their own
experience and that of their
people in dealing with the
ongoing issues of colonization,
racism and marginalization. This
is why the Healing Centre is so
important. Healing of the people
and protection of the land must
go hand in hand.

Standing Against All
Fossil Fuel Pipelines

As many Island Tides readers are aware, the Unist’ot’en clan of
the Wet’suwet’en Nation has for many years been in the
forefront of opposition to the construction of fossil fuel pipelines
across northern British Columbia; this includes bitumen,
fracked gas and diluent lines. Of particular concern is the fact
that the Pacific Trails fracked gas pipeline could be converted to
dilbit after only five years, according to contracts being pushed
on band councils in the area. 

The Unist’ot’en Camp, located directly in the path of many
of these proposed pipelines, is the physical embodiment of the
opposition to pipeline construction. The Camp is also a beacon
of strength to the many people across Canada and elsewhere

committed to the transformation away from an economy based
on fossil fuels. 

Last year, with the financial support of hundreds of
individuals and relying totally
on volunteer labour, a secure
insulated bunk house was
constructed at the camp. A
substantial portion of this
financial support and labour
came from Gulf Islanders.
The bunk house makes camp
occupation possible  in
reasonable comfort through
all seasons. 

But, people who visit the
camp quickly realize that it is
much more than just a
pipeline blockade. It is a place
of learning, of healing, of
connecting with nature, of
breaking with the legacy of
colonization. Now this work
will be expanded and
consolidated through the
construction of a Healing

Centre.
A Simple Message

The Unist’ot’en stance is straightforward and clear. Their claim
to their land is not based on their thousands of years of
occupation (for which there is ample evidence) nor on their
continuing use through trapping, hunting and other traditional
practices (although this certainly goes on). It is simply that they
are there. And, with regard to dealings with the fossil fuel
industry, they are not looking for negotiations, or treaties or
money. Again their message is clear—there will be no pipelines
built on Unist’ot’en land.

With such a compelling message, its not surprising that
people on Galiano Island, on the Gulf Islands generally and,
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indeed, across the country, are standing in solidarity with the
Unist’ot’en Clan.

Getting Involved
Construction of the Healing Centre is slated to commence next
month (as soon as the ground thaws). Fundraising is well under
way, but more funds are needed. 

For information about the Unist’ot’en Camp check out their
website at http://unistotencamp.com/. You can make a
contribution to the construction of the Healing Centre at that
website. If you’d like to have a meeting in your community
regarding the camp or would like to join the construction crew,
email to daveandvirginia@gmail.com. 0
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