
Rallies are taking place this May across the world to call
for an end to fossil fuel use and a transition to renewable
energy.

Break Free is a movement designed to mobilize people from
across the globe. Rallies are so far scheduled to take place in 12
different countries, on six continents. Canada’s demonstration
will happen on May 13 and 14 in Vancouver, near the terminal
for the Kinder Morgan pipeline project. Ralliers will march and
kayak towards the terminal to show opposition to the pipeline
project.

‘It will be just a few days before the [National Energy Board]
will publish its recommendation on the Kinder Morgan
pipeline,’ said Greenpeace campaigner Rania Massoud. ‘People
from all walks of life will be mobilizing. We’re expecting
hundreds of people.’

Break Free events around the globe will focus on site-specific
fossil fuel projects in the area, from coal plants in Turkey and
the Philippines, to mines in Germany, to fracking and oil wells
in Nigeria. The protests will come just weeks after the signing of
the Paris Agreement in New York by 175 of the world’s leaders. 

‘The goal is to push government to take real climate action,’
said Melina Laboucan-Massimo, a climate and energy
campaigner for Greenpeace. ‘The federal government is
committing to very ambitious targets for limiting climate
change, which is a pledge to limit the global temperatures to
1.5ºC. But what this actually means is that it requires sustained
action that actually is in line with what global climate scientists
are telling us. And what climate scientists have told us is that it’s
time to go 100 per cent renewable.’

A decision is expected on the Kinder Morgan pipeline project
by the end of this year from the federal government. Climate
activists are hoping the Liberals in Ottawa will turn the pipeline
away, and they’re hoping their voices will help sway the
government.

‘Kinder Morgan pipeline could be approved by the end of this
year, 2016, which would actually potentially set precedent for
other tarsands’ pipelines,’ said Laboucan-Massimo. ‘It’s basically
the climate movement’s commitment to scale enough resistance
to face the fossil fuel industry. And I think then it will change.’0
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Global rallies urge government to break from
fossil fuels - Natalie Dunsmuir


