
The summer of 2016 was one of growth and
development for the Unist’ot’en Camp. The
camp, at the entrance to the Unist’ot’en Yintah

(Territory), continues to stand as a bastion against
fossil fuel pipelines. But the camp also continues to
grow as a place of healing and solidarity.

Summer Youth Camp
In July, about a dozen indigenous youth from across
Northern BC attended the first Youth Camp. Skilled
teachers and elders shared traditional practices and
knowledge, including making bentwood boxes,
studying the Wet’suwet’en language, picking berries
and dancing and drumming. A highlight of the camp
was when the entire group participated in a successful
moose hunt. The program also included the painting
of a large mural and sessions on cartooning and other
modern skills. The camp was organized by Karla Tait,
Director of the Healing Lodge, and by Freda Huson,
Spokesperson for the Unist'ot'en Camp. 
The young people also participated in the

construction of the Healing Lodge and came away
with a real understanding of the different aspects of
the Unist’ot’en Camp—healing the land, healing the
people, and continuing resistance to fossil fuel
pipelines and other unwanted industrial
development.
This Youth Camp marked a significant milestone

for the Unist’ot’en Clan—the first formal use of the
Healing Lodge for its intended purposes.

Continuing Construction
With much hard work throughout the construction
season, the Healing Lodge is now well over half-
finished. The dining hall (completed in 2015) served as a
classroom for the Youth Camp as well as, of course, offering
healthy meals to the many people in camp. Phase Two,
containing counselling and meeting rooms, was brought to lock-
up. At the time of writing, work continues on readying the
building for winter.
The hope is that next year, Phase Three, containing sleeping

accommodation, will be built—marking the completion of the

Healing Lodge. Of course, this will depend on successful
fundraising and much more hard work.

The Political Situation
As regular readers of the Island Tides will be aware, the last
several years have seen repeated attempts by the pipeline
companies to conduct work in the Unist’ot’en Yintah.
Sometimes this involved arriving unannounced at the
checkpoint bridge to demand entry. More often it involved
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Volunteers during construction of the Healing Lodge.



surreptitious entry by helicopter. All such attempts were turned
away.
Over the past winter, the Unist’ot’en Chiefs contacted the

pipeline companies, the government and the RCMP in an effort
to avoid such confrontations. They re-iterated their clear stand
against all fossil fuel pipelines, but they also explained the proper
protocols that these parties should use should they wish to talk.
To date, the pipeline companies have not availed themselves

of’the opportunity to meet with the Unist’ot'en. However, these
past few months have also not seen any identified incursions by
the companies into the territory.
The relative calm over this past summer has been a welcome

respite. However, the camp remains on constant alert and no
one is thinking that the companies or the government have
given up. The companies continue to clear land and build
infrastructure on both sides of the Unist’ot’en Yintah.
Most significantly, the provincial election, scheduled for next

spring, looms over the situation. BCLiberals have tied their
entire economic strategy to the fracked gas LNG industry. So far

they have nothing concrete to point to that their strategy is
bearing fruit. If re-elected, it would be surprising if they don’t
up the pressure on people like the Unist’ot’en Clan that stand in
the way of their pipedream. 
Galiano’s Jack Garton and the Demon

Squadron
In a continuation of the powerful Gulf Island-Unist’ot’en
Connection, Galiano Island’s Jack Garton and the Demon
Squadron will play a free concert at the Unist’ot’en Camp on
November 8. This will highlight the winter preparation work
party at the camp. Volunteers will be working on the Healing
Lodge, bringing in the fire wood, preparing food for storage and
much more. This is in addition to the regular Work Camp next
May and Action Camp next July.
To participate in this special Unist’ot’en event go to the

website of the Unist’ot’en Solidarity Brigade at
unistotensolidarity.com. To learn more about the Unist’ot’en
stand go to their website at unistoten.camp. 0
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