
Alberta became the world’s first major oil-
producing jurisdiction to put a cap on its emissions. 
In an historic first, the province introduced

legislation in early November that caps the amount
of greenhouse gas that can be emitted by the oil sands
to 100-megatonnes. This cap still allows for the oil
sands to grow by 50%, and to emit more than the
total for the entire province of Quebec (82.7
megatonnes in 2014), and far more than BC emits
(less than 66 megatonnes, according to federal data). 
Alberta’s oil sands, at 66 megatonnes of GHG

emissions, are Canada’s fastest growing emission
source. It is expected that the province’s oil sands
emissions will reach the 100 megatonnes cap by
2030. The hope of NDP Minister of Environment
Shannon Phillips, however, is that the oil sands will
be able to continue to grow for decades with the help
of improved emission reduction technologies. 
‘Alberta can be an energy producer and a world

leader on climate action, and Alberta must get the
most value for our resources and find new markets
for our products,’ Phillips said. ‘Alberta got the oil
out of the sand. We can now get the carbon out of
the barrel.’

Enforcement
Alberta officials have also admitted that they have,
as yet, little way of enforcing the new limits, but will
be deciding how to enforce and monitor the
regulations in the coming year. Enforcement
methods could include more stringent regulations,
financial penalties, or hikes to the province’s carbon
tax, which comes into effect in January of 2017. 
An 18-member panel, the Oilsands Advisory

Group, will be helping the government build the
regulation to enforce the new cap, as well as studying

ways to keep the industry within its new limits. The
group will present a report of their findings early next
year.

Exceptions
The oil cap legislation, Bill 24, does have a few
notable exceptions. Emissions that are generated in
electricity production co-generation plants would
be exempt from the new regulations. New
businesses or upgrades that were operational only
as of this year will also be given an additional 10
megatonnes leeway—they’d be able to produce up
to 110 megatonnes. 
The provincial government may also exempt low-

emissions producers, or experimental projects and
enhanced oil-recovery operations. 

Other Climate Legislation
Bill 24 is just one plank to Premier Rachel Notley’s
climate plan. The province’s new carbon tax, which
was announced last year, will come into effect this
January at $20/tonne, and will increase to $30 in
2018. 
The government is also planning on phasing out

coal completely by 2030. Alberta currently has 18
coal-fired generating plants in operating, but 12 will
be forced to retire by 2030 due to existing federal
regulations that require coal plants to retire after 50
years of operation. The other six plants are expected
to be phased out of use by a combination of carbon
tax prices and increases in natural gas and
renewable energy.
Bill 24 is expected to be passed and proclaimed

within the current legislature sitting. Additional
legislation concerning the phasing out of coal, and
incentives for renewable technology, are also
expected to be announced this sitting. 0
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