
S
ince our last article on ecosystem mapping, we have come
a long way! Gulf Islands National Park Reserve, in
partnership with Islands Trust, initiated a detailed

terrestrial ecosystem classification and mapping program to
map lands within our region. This includes the larger islands of
Mayne, Prevost, North and South Pender, Sidney and Saturna,
as well as smaller islands and islets. We began our field surveys
in mid-April to capture the early flowering plants that occur on
dry rocky bluffs and islets. As we move through the summer,
we will visit forested sites and wetlands. We should complete
this work by late July—after which maps will be created.  

Earlier this spring, through news articles and a mail-out to
landowners, we sought to inform Islanders about the project,
solicit support and seek permission to access private lands for
the purposes of auditing our photo interpretation of
ecosystems. Our office has been overwhelmed with support for
this project. However, we also became aware that there were
some misunderstandings about the project in terms of its scope
and intent. 

Although Parks Canada is mainly interested in those lands
that we manage, we want to be able to put them into context
with other lands on the Islands. However, we will only access
those lands that we have permission to enter. If you do not
want our crews to access your lands, we will not. If we have not
heard from you, we will not enter your property.

Our field program is intended to audit interpretations made
from aerial photography. To do this, we visit representative
sites to describe their vegetation and landscape characteristics.
On most sites, we also will dig a soil pit (a few garden shovels
full of soil) so that the ecologists can determine the soil
characteristics. The soil is replaced after the profile has been
described.  Although the focus of the program is not detection

of rare plants or animals, any occurrences of these species are
recorded and forwarded to the Conservation Data Centre for
their records.

When completed, the classification will describe the
landscape’s physical and biological properties. This information
can be used for habitat modeling (finding out the most likely
places where certain species could be found), forest fire and
public safety risk assessment and management, as well as for
conservation planning. These products are not just useful to
Parks Canada; they will also help each landowner to better
understand what ecosystems occur on their property. Whether
at the property, community or regional level, this information
helps us all to be more effective stewards of this incredible place
in which we live.  

Parks Canada will host community open houses in the fall to
present the work to date, and to receive feedback on the
accuracy of the maps so that we don’t miss anything important.
We also hope to include a short field trip to illustrate the depth
and breadth of the classification and mapping products ‘on the
ground’.  

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us. We are setting up mechanisms to facilitate access to
these products as they are completed.  

It is not too late to provide permission for our field crews.  If
you would like to do so, or if you require further information,
please contact: Francis Gobeil at the park administration office
at 2220 Harbour Road, Sidney BC V8L 2P6 (ph:250-654-

4000; fax:250-654-4014; emails: Francis.Gobeil@pc.gc.ca). 0
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