
Many people are wondering what it will mean for a National
Marine Conservation Area to be established in the Southern
Strait of Georgia. The boundary proposal, announced last
October, sets out a plan for a 1,400-square-kilometre area
encompassing the waters from the southern tip of Gabriola
Island all the way south to Cordova Bay, off Victoria. Current
consultations with 19 First Nations, local governments and
the public will influence the future of this NMCA. 

Have Your Say
The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS)
recently launched www.takeactionsouthernstrait.ca, to
facilitate discussion on the National Marine Conservation
Area (NMCA) proposal. An online form is available to make
it easy to send feedback to Parks Canada and select
politicians.
CPAWS is encouraging comment on specific aspects of

the proposal, particularly the plan to establish the NMCA in
phases, and the exclusion of a large rectangular area on the
eastern border of the proposed area. 

Build It In Phases?
The NMCA may be established in phases to to ‘allow
governments, First Nations, stakeholders and the public to
develop experience working collaboratively to manage the
complex issues that exist in this area’, states the Spring 2012
Project Update. The first phase might be established as a
core section of about 800 square kilometres surrounding
the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve and the remaining
area would be designated at a later, unspecified date.
CPAWS is encouraging implementation of the entire
conservation area all at one time, to ‘ensure protection of
this important ecosystem’. 

‘Bigger Is Better’
The second consideration to which CPAWS is drawing
special attention is the rectangular area northeast of Galiano
and Valdes Islands (pictured right). This area was removed
in order to ‘minimize the overall size of the NMCA reserve,
while ensuring protection for key ecological features
representative of the Strait of Georgia.’ CPAWS believes that

this rectangular area should be included because ‘bigger is
better when it comes to conservation’. 

Other excluded locations are those with high
concentrations of commercial and industrial uses,
including: Sidney, Swartz Bay, Brentwood Bay, Mill Bay,
Ganges Harbour, Maple Bay, Crofton, Chemainus,
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Ladysmith, Telegraph Harbour, and portions of Cowichan
Bay. Tenures excluded from the proposed boundary are
ferry terminals, marinas, sewer/effluent lines, and all
commercial and industrial tenures, except for shellfish
aquaculture. There would be a 200-metre buffer around the
excluded tenures to allow for possible future tenure
expansion or changes in location.

Human Activity & Ecology
Fishing, shipping, marine transportation, utility corridors,
recreation, and tourism activities continue in a National
Marine Conservation Area, but with an emphasis on
conservation-oriented management practices. Traditional
food, social and ceremonial harvesting by First Nations
peoples also continues. Oil and gas exploration and
development, and mining are not allowed; ocean dumping
is only allowed under certain conditions. 
The aim is to help maintain healthy, functioning

ecosystems by including the seabed, the water and all living
resources in the management plan. In comparison to
national parks where the primary goals are conservation,
public understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment, a
NMCA has an additional goal of ecologically sustainable use. 
The Southern Strait of Georgia is of particular

significance as the marine life found there is among the most
diverse in the world’s temperate waters. It is highly
productive habitat that supports rich subtidal communities,
lush kelp forests, harbour seals, killer whales, sea lions,
porpoises, seabird colonies, thousands of invertebrate

species, and the world’s largest octopus, the Giant Pacific
Octopus. Currently, 22 marine species in parts of the area
are either federally designated as Endangered, Threatened,
Special Concern, or considered high conservation priority
by the BC government.

A National Approach
The Canada National Marine Conservation Areas Act,
passed in 2002, sets out the framework for the
establishment and management of a system of national
marine conservation areas.
The National Marine Conservation Areas system plan

divides Canada’s Pacific, Arctic and Atlantic Oceans and
Great Lakes into 29 marine regions. Parks Canada’s goal is
to represent each of these distinct marine regions with a
national marine conservation area. Five of the marine
regions are found in BC; the Gwaii Haanas National Marine
Conservation Area Reserve and Haida Heritage Site,
established in 2010, was the first one, and protects a 3,500-
square-kilometre section of the Hecate Strait and Queen
Charlotte Shelf natural marine regions.
Once it is fully in place, Parks Canada says a national

system of NMCAs will collectively protect examples of
Canada’s marine heritage. 
To send feedback, visit www.takeactionsouthernstrait.ca,

email straitofgeorgianmca@pc.gc.ca, or write to Parks
Canada, Southern Strait of Georgia, 300-300 West Georgia
Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 6B4. 0
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