
Several of BC’s regional municipal associations have passed
resolutions expressing their concerns about the effects of the
Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement signed by
the governments of British Columbia and Alberta in April, 2006.
The TILMA agreement has the stated intention of removing
trade barriers between the two provinces, and permits
individuals and corporations to challenge laws, regulations,
bylaws, procedures, and processes (‘measures’) that could be said
to impede business, investment, or labour mobility.

Many regulations could be challenged on this basis, even
those that implement public policy in exempt areas (such as the
environment, public safety, etc.) can still be challenged on the
basis that their objectives could be achieved by means less
restrictive to business. The effect is to ensure that business
concerns trump public policy, and to harmonize regulations to
the lowest common denominator.

As defined in the Agreement, TILMA covers  ‘a)  departments,
ministries, agencies, boards, councils, committees, commissions
and similar agencies of government; b) Crown Corporations,
government-owned commercial enterprises, and other  entities
that are owned or controlled by the Party through ownership
interest; c) regional, local, district or other forms of municipal
government; d) school boards, publicly-funded academic, health
and social service entities;  and  e)  non-governmental bodies that
exercise authority delegated by law.’

The Agreement came into effect on April 1, 2007 but is not
supposed to affect municipalities and other local governments
until April 1, 2009. However, it appears that even local
governments are enjoined from adopting regulations that may
contradict TILMA rules from any time after the signing of the
agreement. 

There has been no provincial legislation adopting TILMA,
and the Liberal majority in the BC Legislature has turned back
efforts by the Opposition to debate the matter.

Prior to the signing of the Agreement, there was little or no
discussion with local government; the province has promised
discussions with local government prior to the 2009 date, when,
under the terms of the Agreement, municipal bylaws can be
challenged and subjected to the dispute resolution procedures.

With this in mind, various regional municipal associations
have passed resolutions expressing their concern; these

resolutions will undoubtedly come together at the convention of
the Union of British Columbia Municipalities in September of
this year.

The resolutions range from expressing concern to demanding
that the province withdraw from the Agreement altogether.
Some samples follow:
Association of Kootenay and Boundary Local
Governments:

Now therefore be it resolved that UBCM, on behalf of 
member municipalities, thoroughly assess implications of 
the TILMA on local government’s latitude to formulate, 
apply and maintain community specific standards, 
regulations, initiatives and other measures, and advise 
member municipalities on or before June 1, 2008.

Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal
Communities:

. . . AVICC and UBCM urgently requests that the Premier of 
British Columbia negotiate with the government of Alberta, 
a suspension of the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility 
Agreement until full consultations can be completed with 
all local governments and other affected bodies.

BC School Trustees Association:
Be it  resolved:
1.  That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to 
hold public hearings on the Trade Investment and Labour 
Mobility Agreement.
2.  That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to 
exempt school districts completely from the provisions of 
the Trade Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement.

District of Kent:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities request that the provincial government 
negotiate a clear, permanent exception from TILMA for 
municipalities and municipal organizations or withdraw 
from the agreement.

Central Saanich:
Whereas the Trade and Investment Labour Mobility 
Agreement (TILMA) signed by the B.C. and Alberta 
Governments and due to come into force in April 2007 and 
which is binding on municipalities in April 2009:
(a) makes it possible for outside investors to impose 
substantial legal expenses on municipalities, and 
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potentially to overturn local government contracts, bylaws 
and regulations (including land use, zoning, and 
environmental bylaws and regulations) decided by local 
governments to meet the wishes of their residents within 
the powers  granted under existing BC legislation;
(b) any rezoning approved by a BC municipality will have 
the effect of establishing statutory precedents such that 
similar zoning cannot be denied to other applicants.  If 
requested zoning similar to that granted in other cases is 
denied by the municipality, it will be liable to a maximum 
of $5M per case.
(c) provides no protection for the Agricultural Land 
Reserve, despite a section of the agreement where each 
province has the opportunity to insert exceptions, exposing 
the ALR to laws governing agricultural land in Alberta 

where a reserve does not exist.
Therefore:
The District of Central Saanich respectfully requests the 
Union of BC Municipalities urgently convene a meeting of 
concerned municipalities to form a working group that will:
(a) be sufficiently resourced to undertake an immediate 
review of  the impact of this agreement on municipalities, 

and
(b) immediately upon conclusion of this review undertake  
negotiations with the Provincial Government to have 
TILMA amended so that it is in alignment with current 
municipal legislation and protects municipalities from the 
consequences of this agreement, including the ALR, the 

OCP, and future environmental protection bylaws.
City of Coquitlam:

THEREFORE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
provincial government ensure that local governments have 
the right to choose whether or not to be bound by TILMA 
and further, that Council encourage the Provincial 
Government to establish Public Hearings to promote the 
understanding of TILMA;

City of Burnaby:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Provincial 
Government be asked to exempt local government from the 
terms and conditions of TILMA until there has been 
comprehensive and open consultation with local 
government and the general public into the need for, terms 
of, and consequences of the Trade, Investment and Labour 
Mobility Agreement.

School District 79, Cowichan Valley:
Be it resolved:

1. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to hold 
public hearings on the Trade Investment and Labour 
Mobility Agreement.

2. That BCSTA call upon the Provincial Government to 
exempt school districts completely from the provisions of 
the Trade Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement.

Cranbrook:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM, on behalf of member 
municipalities, thoroughly assess implications of the 
TILMA on local government’s latitude to formulate, apply 
and maintain community specific standards, regulations, 
initiatives and other measures, and advise member 
municipalities on or before June 1, 2008.

Concerns were also expressed by Fernie; Cumberland;
Ucluelet; Greater Vancouver Regional District; Islands Trust;
Lower Mainland Local Government Association; Courtenay;
District of Maple Ridge; Nanaimo; Oak Bay; Port Coquitlam;
Resort Municipality of Whistler; Summerland; and  School
District 48.

And last, but certainly not least, the 
Standing Legislative Committee on Agriculture:

Whereas:
The Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement 

(TILMA) between British Columbia and Alberta was 
created behind closed doors for three years, and

Whereas;
Public consultation was minimal at best, and
Whereas;
There was no debate in the legislature on TILMA, and
Whereas;
TILMA comes into effect on April 1st, 2007, and
Whereas;
TILMA will have serious repercussions in British Columbia 
on its residents and its political and social institutions and 
is binding on all these.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That any decision as to the implementation of TILMA 
(Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement) be 
delayed until:
a. A comprehensive public consultation is completed,
a.  Studies of the implications of TILMA are completed by 
appropriate legislative multi-party committees, and
a. A full debate on the Agreement has been undertaken in 
the BC  Legislature. 

Impressive Campaign
This understanding of and response to the impacts of TILMA has
been created through an amazing letter campaign by the ‘Stop
TILMA Coalition’ which is based on the Gulf Islands and on the
east coast of Vancouver Island. 

The success of this hardworking and expanding group is
another example of how to alert and engage the public using the
internet email, email list servs, and good old snail mail (using
computer mailmerge functions). 

The original spearheaders have also written, on May 23, to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, claiming unconstitutionality of the
TILMA agreement and asking for her intervention leading to an
examination by the Canadian Supreme Court or an international
court. 0
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