
Passenger rail service on Vancouver Island is expected to be
underway again soon. Recent funding announcements by the
Province of BC and the federal government mean that
operational issues on the E&N Railway between Courtenay and
Victoria may be resolved within a year. Passenger service was
suspended on the line due to poor track conditions, while rail
freight is currently operating at reduced speeds.

The Island Corridor Foundation is negotiating several
funding agreements so that it may proceed with replacement of
about 1/3 of the railway ties. Once these are agreements are in
place, the work will go to tender, with construction starting in
October, it is hoped. 

The $15 million project will ensure the railway is fully
operational, allowing it to attract new lines of business and then
incrementally improve the rest of the track. 

The passenger service could be opened again as soon as May
2013, with a newly refurbished three-car train, with power lifts
for easy access, a galley, and a baggage/bicycle car. Fares and
routes will be set by VIARail. 

Graham Bruce of the Island Corridor Foundation said he
expects that the train would travel from Nanaimo to Victoria
early in the morning, then return north to Courtenay. In the
late afternoon it would go to Victoria, before an evening run
back to Nanaimo. 

The stops along the way are yet to be announced, but Bruce
says they will be working to make it as convenient as possible.
The route will make central Vancouver Island commuting to
Victoria possible, and it is also expected be a significant tourist
attraction. 

First though, the Island Corridor Foundation must confirm
that no further federal investment will be required. This
includes costs associated with repairs to the existing track and
bridges, and construction of a new station in Esquimalt to
replace the municipally-owned terminal in downtown Victoria.
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