
After years of community members fighting the BC
government over the safety of their drinking water,
BC Minister of Environment Mary Polak cancelled
Cobble Hill Holdings Ltd’s waste discharge permit
for its facility near Shawnigan Lake.
On February 23, the Minister issued the following

statement: ‘Effective immediately, I am cancelling
the waste discharge permit for Cobble Hill Holdings
because the company has failed to meet the
requirements outlined in my January 27 letter.
‘The company was given 15 business days to

provide three required documents and submitted
only two prior to the deadline given. Specifically, the
company failed to provide the Province with
adjusted financial security in the form of an
irrevocable letter of credit.
‘Cobble Hill Holdings has been provided multiple

opportunities to respond to outstanding non-
compliances and has repeatedly missed deadlines
with respect to its permit requirements.
‘Ministry staff are taking actions to ensure

material on the property is managed in a way that
does not present a risk to human health or the
environment.
‘My decision to cancel the waste discharge permit

is based on information and advice from staff who
are technical experts in their field.’
Shawnigan Lake Area Director Sonia Furstenau,

a leader in the struggle to stop the toxic soil dumping
in a watershed commented, ‘While I’m thrilled that
the Minister has done the right thing and cancelled
the permit, I remain committed to holding the
government to account to ensure the contaminated

soil is cleaned-up safely. The residents of Shawnigan
should be proud of what we accomplished today,
but they deserved to see action from their
government much sooner.’
Andrew Weaver Leader of the BC Green Party

said, ‘I’m glad the Minister has finally pulled the
permit, but it is completely unacceptable that it took
this long. It is egregious that the people of
Shawnigan had to take their government to court
simply to receive representation. 
‘The Minister does not have a plan for how, or

even if, the contaminated soil will be removed. Who
is going to deal with the contaminated soils now?
Where is it going to go?’ he added.
Weaver first visited the site with Furstenau and

community members on April 2, 2015. During that
time Weaver collected water samples which were
tested for contamination at the University of
Victoria. He commented, ‘Sonia Furstenau has
shown outstanding leadership on holding the
government to account over their dereliction of duty
on this file. I’m incredibly proud to have her on the
BC Greens team. This is the kind of principled
representation is what communities across BC
deserve and can expect from BC Greens.’ Furstenau
is currently BC Greens candidate for Cowichan
Valley and is Deputy Leader of the BC Green Party.  
Weaver continued, ‘The situation that has

unfolded in Shawnigan shows why the
government’s professional reliance model is
completely inadequate for environmental
protection and community safety. 
‘Instead of drawing on the technical expertise of
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the civil service who serve the public interest, the
government cut these experts and now relies instead
on the judgement of experts hired by corporations
with vested interests.’

Last Ditch Legal Action
Friday, February 24, the day following the cancelling
of the permit, Cobble Hill Holdings Ltd filed a notice
of appeal to the British Columbia Court of Appeal,
requesting that Justice Sewell’s January 24
judgement be set aside. 
Justice Sewell’s judgement set aside a decision of

the Environmental Appeal Board and reinstated the
Stay of Cobble Hill Holdings Ltd’s permit (Island
Tides February 2, 2017, page 2). 
How this relates to the subsequent Ministry of

Environment cancellation of permit is not clear. It
may be that Shawigan Lake and its water are not out
of the mire yet.0
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