
OnFebruary 15, protection for ancient glass
sponge reefs in Hecate Strait near Haida
Gwaii was announced by Fisheries and

Oceans Canada. The four reefs in the new Marine
Protected Area are thought to be over 9,000 years
old. Composed of Northern, Central, and Southern
Reefs, together they cover approximately 2,410
square kilometers.
Sixteen years ago, these

reefs were the first discovered
living glass sponge reefs,
thought to be extinct
worldwide since the Jurassic
period. Live glass sponge
reefs—animals not plants—
are unique to Pacific coastal
waters. These ancient reefs
can grow as tall as four
storeys, provide habitat for
marine life and clean ocean
waters. 
Protection offers scientists the opportunity to

learn much more about these awe-inspiring
animals, says the David Suzuki Foundation, adding
that momentum is growing to protect 10% of
Canada’s marine area by 2020. With 98% of
Canadians supporting marine protection, the
government should feel encouraged to act swiftly to
meet its protection targets, it says.

Strait of Georgia Glass Sponge
Reefs

There are also glass sponge reefs located near

Galiano Island, Hornby Island, Parksville, Gabriola
Island, the Sunshine Coast, West Vancouver, near
the mouth of the Fraser, and in the middle of the
Strait of Georgia and up into Howe Sound, says
Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society (CPAWS). 
The Strait of Georgia glass sponge reefs were first

discovered during seafloor mapping in 2001. 
BC Fishermen Also Support

Marine Protected Area
‘BC fishermen were among the first to
call for and act on protecting the Hecate
Strait Glass Sponge Reefs,’ claims
Christina Burridge, Executive Director,
BC Seafood Alliance, ‘So we support
their formal designation as an MPA.’ 
In Year 2000, she explained, the

groundfish trawl fishery implemented
voluntary closures and worked
proactively with Fisheries and Oceans
Canada to establish legislated closures

that were implemented on July 19, 2002. Member
groups have participated in more than six years of
multi-stakeholder consultations to protect the reefs
as an MPA. ‘Fishermen understand instinctively
that a healthy ocean is essential for healthy,
sustainable fisheries. Practical protection brings
benefits to families and communities up and down
the coast and provides food for our country and the
world,’ Burridge said. 
The BC Seafood Alliance is an umbrella

organization whose 17 members represent about
90% of wild harvested seafood from Canada’s West
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Hecate Strait glass sponge reefs are protected
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Coast, worth about $850 million annually. 0
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